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he Action Plan for Africa"	 with Camdessus the need, with the Ac-



was drawn up by the coun- tion Plan we were about to draw up, to 

	

try's personal representatives 	 avoid the usual "Christmas Tree" to be 

	

(myself for Italy) and their 	 given to the Africans with the risk of yet 

	

African counterparts imme-	 another unheeded Bill of Rights. It proved 
diately after the Genoa G8. 	 all too easy a prophecy. Then, at the Sum-

	

This initiative, too, proved wishful	 mit of 2009 under Italian Presidency, the 
thinking, for the spirit Kananaskis even-	 G8 leaders committed themselves to an 
tually faded away without achieving 	 allocation of $20 billion for Food Se-
those ends that to some extent reflect-	 curity, while Obama proposed 3 at the 

ed the Millenni-	 American Camp 

um Coals. This One of the paradoxes of the	 David Summit in
was an outcome world we live in lles in the great May 2012 for ag-

that despite all o	 ricultural produc- 

the goodwill, we number of BFis of Rights that tion in Africa. Over 

had not ruled have emerged in our times but and above Bills 

out with Michel are not respected	 and Declaration, 

Camdessus, Per-	 however, what is 

sonal Representative for the G8-Africa of	 needed is the political will to stand by the 
the French President, Chirac, and former	 commitments taken on and coordination 
Governor of the Bank of France and Di- 	 between the various multilateral Institu-

rector General of the International Mon- 	 tions working towards the same ends but 
etary Fund. We had immediately identi- 	 failing to communicate amongst them-
fied this man of great experience and au- 	 selves! 
thoritativeness as our "guru".	 It's incredible, but that is how it is. 

	

I remember that at the first meeting in	 In the world of the "multilateral" each 

London, in September 2001, in Canada	 goes his own way, without commu-
House at Trafalgar Square, we stressed	 nicating. ONU, G8, UE, OCSE, WB, 
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FMI, not to mention the various Gov-
ernments among them and, at the na-
tional level, the Upper House and the 
Lower House, Parliament, Regional and 
Municipal Assemblies and so on and so 
forth, work towards the same ends but 
without the coordination that would be 
necessary to avoid wasting energy and 
money and to have more effective ac-
tion. 

Aware of this limitation, during my 
mandate as APR in the 2001-2006 
Government, I did my utmost to inform 
the United Nations officers as well as 
the ambassadors to the OECD in Paris 
about what we were doing at the G8 
level, and also tried to motivate the Af-
rican Heads of State and Government 
that had not yet joined the "NEPAD", 
being distrustful of their colleagues pro-
moting the process or even simply lazy. 

THE RIGHT TO FOOD, A PRIMARY NEED 

The utility of this introduction is, I be-
lieve, to highlight the need for a series - 
which we have called ]US taking up the 
idea of Alessia Montani, a lawyer, legal 
practitioner and vice president of Fab-
ula in Art - dealing with non-respect-
ed rights, "new rights" (from nutrition 
to appropriate environment, sustaina-
ble development, our planet, commu-
nication and so on), and, in short, the 
"right to have rights", as Alessia Monta-
ni herself explains with colleague Fab-
rizio Luciani in the presentation of the 
juridical series, of which this volume is 
the first issue. 

The subject of this first volume is in-
evitably nutrition, food, our planet, rep-
resenting together with the environment,

energy and communications the great 
challenges of the new millennium. The 
subject of EXPO 2015, too, which will 
be held in Milan thanks to the decisive 
votes of the African countries, is: "Nour-
ishing the Planet. Energy for life". At the 
"Rio + 20" Summit, however, the point 
was stressed that by 2013, with the pre-
sent conditions, it will take two planets to 
feed the world population, not one. The 
fact that food is one of the most complex 
challenges of our times is borne out by 
of the failure of the first objective of the 
Millennium, namely to eradicate hun-
ger and poverty and reducing by half the 
number of people living on less than a 
dollar a day. 

This is a commitment that the 191 
countries - above all the developed 
countries - failed to live up to. Why, 
and what can be done to address the 
challenge? 

Clearly, the proportions of the aim 
were not matched with the political 
will or financial commitment to meet 
it. However, the responsibility of the 
governments is to some extent mitigat-
ed given the complexity of the factors 
that combine to make nutrition, and 
thus agricultural production - in short, 
food security - a structural problem on 
a global scale fraught with interests, 
speculation, climate change, shameful 
waste of food, financial wars, no less, 
sharp play with futures, and even revo-
lutions, if we consider that the move-
ments in North Africa began not only 
in the name of freedom but also in pro-
test against the price of bread and food-
stuffs, the Tunisian demonstrators bran-
dishing baguettes. 

It's an unnerving scenario. A dizzy-
ing increase inthe population of the de-
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veloping countries, nine thousand mil-
lion by 2050 (with no more offspring 
the West is left to itself), is not matched 
by an increase in agricultural productiv-
ity, but it should show a 70% increase 
in the long run. 

Countries like China, India, Brazil 
and some African countries, account-
ing for nearly half the world popula-
tion, are acquiring more demanding 
lifestyles with regard to nutrition, while 
peasants pour from the country into the 
cities, abandoning the land. 

In the face of growing demand, also 
for meat (with all the consumption of 
fodder and water that meat production 
entails), food is becoming scarce, cre-
ating that emergency, if not panic, that 
fuels speculation, protectionism, a jeal-
ous hold on reserves, rising prices, and

land grabbing by the better off emerg-
ing countries, often at the expense of 
peasants and biodiversity, which is an 
asset to be treasured. 

With regard to "land grabbing", that 
iniquitous taking over of land by the 

multinationals, worth noting is an im-
portant resolution which 124 countries 
of the FAO Committee on World Food 
Security signed on May 11, 2012 to ad-
dress the negative implications that land 
grabbing has on the diets of the poorer 
populations of the planet. Only moral 
sanctions have been provided for, but the 
agreement could be used as a powerful 
means to defend the rights of the popu-
lations under attack, favouring trade reg-
ulated by law and not by violence. 

Thus we are going through a crucial 
phase in our history, also with regard
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to the future geopolitical balance. The 	 port agriculture, protecting it from cat-
availability of soil and water, anoth- 	 astrophic weather events and market 
er key and not unlimited asset, while	 turbulence. Above all it should pro-
not at present a direct mote forms	 of agricul-
cause of wars, creates The availability ture capable of increas-
the	 right	 conditions of soil and water, ing the	 productive	 po- 
for	 them	 to	 possibly tential	 while	 safeguard-
break out. The respon- another key and not ing the environment. 
sibility is clearly in the unlimited asset, if not 
hands of the multilat-

for now direct cause THE eral	 organisations	 - CONTENTS OF THE 
G20, WTO, FAQ and of wars, creates VOLUME 
so on - but it is above the 
all in the hands of the

right conditions
On this and various oth-

world's two major ag- for them to possibly er issues we asked the 
ricultural	 powers,	 Eu- break out opinion of experts from 
rope and the	 United the	 major	 United	 Na-
States, which should, as they reform	 tions agencies, and from	 universities 
the sector, boost research and devel- 	 including those of Rome and Pisa, with 
opment and study new ways to sup- 	 Roberto Pasca di Magliano and Aldo

III 
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Pinchera, as well as scientists or experts 
of international standing like Prof. Swa-
minathan, a leading Indian geneticist, a 
friend and admirer of Prof. Gian Tom-
maso Scarascia Mugnozza, President 
of the Academy of Sciences known as 
the "Quaranta", who dedicated his life 
to the issue of safeguarding agricultur-
al genetics and biodiversfty, dedicat-
ing himself totally to his very last day 
- he recently passed away - to what 
he considered nothing short of a mis-
sion. His son, Prof. Giuseppe Scarascia 
Mugnozza, Director of the Department 
of Agronomy, Forestry and Territory of 
the C.R.A. (Council for Research in Ag-
riculture) played a decisive role, more-
oveç in the production of this volume. 

What is most striking in the various 
contributions, beginning with that of 
Prof Swaminathan, is the importance

the authors attribute to small farmers 
and women in the developing coun-
tries, where agriculture is not only an 
activity producing commodities (ac-
cording to IFAD, 450 million small 
farmers feed about 2 billion people 
in the world), but also a life model, 
a pillar of the system that guaran-
tees subsistence to a large part of the 
population in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. 

And women play a decisive role in 
supporting the system. In particular, 
says Swaminathan, as also pointed out 
by Vicki De Marchi of the WFP (World 
Food Programme), women have a fun-
damental role in everything that has to 
do with a balanced diet and healthy 
nutrition, just as they play an equally 
fundamental role in their attention to 
nutritional culture, fruit and vegetable 
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growing and post-harvest techniques, 
while Hafez Ghanem, who works for 
FAQ, says that if women had the same 
access as men to the productive re-
sources they could raise the produc-
tion of their farms by 20-30%. This 
could boost the total agricultural pro-
duction of the emerging countries by 
2.54%, which could in turn reduce 
the number of starving people in the 
world to 12-17%. 

Also the 1000 Gardens in Africa", 
a Slow Food International project dis-
cussed by John Kariuki, aims at restor-
ing prestige to the small farmers, involv-
ing young people in veritable "open-air 
schools", where members of the com-
munity learn the principles of sustaina-
ble agriculture. Support for women and 
young people in agriculture through 
microcredit is an issue addressed by 
Mario Baccini, President of the Na-

tional Microcredit Agency, while three 
FAQ economists stress the importance 
of biodiversity for food security - an 
issue also addressed by other schol-
ars, who hold that without biodiversity 
there would be no agriculture. At pre-
sent, at the global level most of the food 
comes from just 12 crops and 14 ani-
mal species, while agrobiodiversity re-
duces vulnerability to food insecurity. 
In fact, from the dawn of time 7000 of 
the 27,000 superior plant species have 
been cultivated, while 15,000 bird and 
mammal species could be exploited for 
food - an unexplored patrimony, no 
less. 

Research and innovation play a 
key role in producing more and pol-
luting less. We asked Annamaria Cas-
trignanè and Tiziana Cattaneo to talk 
about technological innovations and 
the food industry, while nutrition and 
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health were the issues to be addressed 
with contributions by Luca Passerini of 
the WHO, the World Health Organi-
sation, and Aldo Pinchera, an endocri-
nologist of the University of Pisa, who 
addresses obesity and its social impact, 
while the President of the Italian Na-
tional Chamber of Fashion, Mario Bo-
selli, stresses his organisation's com-
mitment to fighting the standardisation 
of the dominant aesthetic models of 
extreme slimness. 

The volume also offers a preview 
of an extraordinary project, the Indus-
trial Park of Chinese Food and Agricul-
tural Culture, lying at a distance of 20 
km from Shanghai. This museum rang-
ing from prehistory 
to our own times dis-
plays the agricultur-
al patterns of the five 
continents in an area 
of a thousand hec-
tares, illustrating in 
particular the evolu-
tion of ancient Chi-
nese agricultural cul-
ture up to the mod-
ern techniques, and 
covers marketing, shopping, tourism, 
agricultural know-how, recreation and 
much else besides. 

The Park, to be completed by 2014, il-
lustrates the six issues of China's agricul-
tural future, fundamental for a country 
developing at a dizzying pace and with 
growing food requirements: agricultural 
culture, ecological agriculture, sustaina-
ble agriculture, agricultural technology, 
farm holidays and modern agriculture - 
in short, a sort of Chinese encyclopaedia 
of agricultural culture, but also the con-
crete answer to a momentous challenge.

Again from China, on the initiative of 
the Chinese Cultural Interchange Organ-
izing Committee, a particularly interest-
ing piece of news has arrived regarding 
the use of biological fertilizers to fight de-
sertification. 

Finally, a book about food could not 
fail to dedicate some space to the con-
vivial aspect, togetherness in enjoying 
food and wine - the banquet as the in-
ner sanctum of hospitality. So we asked 
Roberto Zanghi, Bail/i Delegue for Italy 
of the ChaIne des Rôtisseurs, an associa-
tion dating back to 1248, to tell us about 
the positive role played by the ChaIne in 
promoting correct, balanced, and thus 
healthy, nutrition. We asked Antonel-

Ia Sotira, president of 
lUSgustando, to de-
scribe the modern 
conviviality of the 
Symposium, and the 
celebrated Chef, Ful-
vio Pierangelini, and 
leading wine expert, 
Luca Maroni, to give 
their opinions on the 
"challenge of simplic-
ity" by a chef and on 

the role of wine, "the humblest and clos-
est companion in the day-to-day diet of 
every individual". 

Finally, we owe readers an expla-
nation as to why we decided, with the 
support of Giorgia Simoncelli, to illus-
trate the text with images by major art-
ists of the contemporary scene who 
have made food the subject of their 
works, and who Giorgia also asked to 
give their own opinions on the subject. 
Significantly, our Association is called 
Fabula in Art, and our mantra runs thus: 
"If fables conjure up dreams, art pro-

At present, at the global 
level most of the food 
comes from just 12 crops 
and 14 animal species, 
while agrobiodiversity 
reduces vulnerability to 
food insecurity 
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GAYE CH0NG KwAN, Babe!, Cockaigne, 2004. 

jects them towards the future". Whether 
we appreciate it or not, contemporary 
art plays an important role in commu-
nicating, raising awareness, and antici-
pating current and future trends. Hence 
the linkage of art and solidarity, art and

business, art and new challenges, to 
communicate, also through art and the 
extraordinary language of signs, what is 
taking shape on the horizon of a future 
that appears uncertain, but is indeed 
there.



MAIMOUNA P. GUERRES, La Via del Latte, 2000. 
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he present age is marked by new Humanism, ensuring that each 

continual	 progress,	 clearly individual not only lives but lives well, 

constituting a source of im- thus enjoying the right to a healthier 

provement in the material environment, a more balanced diet, a 

conditions of our lives, but satisfactory education and communica-

this progress is not without its costs, tion unhindered by the digital divide. 
which can prove very heavy. In short, it is a matter of rights on the 

Globalisation	 and	 its	 most	 direct way towards the ideals of a society that 

consequences at the economic and so- increasingly recognises man's firm "right 

cial level have in fact produced radical to have rights", or in other words to pur-

changes in the in- sue the	 right to 

dividual, once an The need for a form of progress	 happiness,	 long 

agent with his/her	 centred on the human being: a	 theorised histori-

own wishes able	 0	 cally but yet to 
new Humanism, ensuring that be achieved. to	 plan	 his/her 

life, now increas-	 each individual not only lives	 As	 far	 back 

ingly reduced to but lives well as the 15th cen-

the	 level	 of the tury,	 humanistic 

consumer who does not observe or re- culture and the modern philosophical 

flect, a prisoner of the degraded metrop- thought that followed in its wake as-

olises, of an environment compromised serted	 the	 individualistic	 perspective 

by inadequate energy supplies systems, over the traditional view of society as 

living on an unhealthy diet— a user of in- a single organism. No longer absorbed 

creasingly depersonalising technological in their own communities (the parental 

and ITC tools. group, the corporation etc.), individu-

Hence the need for a form of pro- als emerge as autonomous agents in 

gress centred on the human being: a their own right, and can aspire to hap-

IVA 
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piness in harmony with the laws of the 
world. 

The right to happiness became a 
postulate of the Enlightenment. The 
mid-1 8th-century saw an economic 
school active in Naples centred upon 
"public happiness" (inspired by the Ar-
istotelian model of eudaimonia) . The 
American Declaration of Independ-
ence of 1 776 recognised the rights of 
man not only to life and freedom but 
also to "the pursuit of happiness", while 
the preamble to the 1 789 Declaration 
of Rights in France includes the goal of 
"happiness for all", left to the free initia-
tive of each individual. Then the Kan-
tian idea gained ground by which the 
task of a rational political system is to

promote and ensure the value of free-
dom and their instruments of rights, to 
allow each individual to pursue his or 
her happiness with the one limitation 
represented by the freedom of others. 
Thus individual freedom and a general 
system of fundamental rights are the 
primary means to guarantee personal 
happiness. 

THE RIGHT TO HAPPINESS IN THE 
POOREST COUNTRIES 

Until 1948,  the fundamental rights of 
the individual necessary to achieve 
happiness were confined to the theoris-
ing of philosophers and some National
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