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The Oplontis Project is a collaboration between the 
University of Texas at Austin and the Sopriritenderiza 
Archeologica di Pompei. Its goal Is to study and publish 
the architecture, decoration, and finds associated with 
Villa A at Oplontis in Torre Annuzianta.' 

Although numerous articles and guide books bave been 
published on the Villa since its initial excavation from 
1964-1980, to date no comprehensive publication has 
appeared. The Oplontis Project will produce a multi-au-
thored monograph on the villa. In addition, the project 
team will create a complete digital photographic archive, 
a digital plan, and a navigable three-dimensional virtual 
reconstruction utilizing a combination of Total Station, 
cAD, and computer gaming technology. Finally, as a 
supplement to the printed monograph, we will republish 
a representative corpus of pre-existing scholarly work in 
digital format. 

While the publication of the architecture, sculpture, 
painted decorations, arid smail finds is the primary goal 
of the proj ect, wewill also address several questions raised 
by the remains of the villa: 1) What Is the exact chro-
nology of the villa, and how did its appearance change 
over its history? 2) Did this villa have direct access to the 
sea? 3)  Was this complex always used as a villa, or did its 
function change during its later history? 4) How was this 
space used and expeiienced in antiquity? 

significant findings from our first two seaso4s of work 

Identified from the Tabula Peutingeriano, a twè]fth-
centuiy copy of a Roman map, ancient dplontis was 
a seaside town, located just to the west of Pompeii. 
Today the site is occupied by the moderntovn of Torre 
Annunziata. To date, archaeologists bave identified three 
different andient sites: Oplontis A (our villa) , Oplontis B, 
and Oplontis C. The site Oplontis C, located some 100 
metets to the east of A, is a tiny excavation that yielded 
a small portion of a colonnade. Oplontis B, 150 meters 
to thd east of C, although sometimes called a villa, it is 
more likely the remains of a large two-sto1yemporium; 
it still awaits publication. 2  

Although the construction of the Sarno Canal cut through 
the southern end of Villa A in 1590,  and Bourbon turinels 
explored the villa looking for statuary in the 1830s, it 
was not until 1964 that the Italian Ministry of Culture, 
with funds provided by the state to develop iidustiy and 
tourism, decided to initiate a full-scale excavition of the 
villa. Under the direction of the Alfonso Del Franciscis, 
and later Stefano De Caro, these excavatiòns had to 
go down 15 meters to recover the remains òf the villa. 3  
Work continued there until the mid 1980s  aid included 
a significant study of the paelobotanical dvidence by 
WilhelminaJashemski. 4  

Work on the Oplontis project began in 2005. Based 
on woik on the archives housed at the site and in the 
Archivio Fotografico della Soprintendenza di Pompei, we 
created a research plan for our study of the villa. A field 
season followed in May and June of 2006, with another 
one in October of 2006. In this report we summarize the 

When excavation ended, an estimated 60 peftent of the 
villa was uricovered. To the south, the founations of a 
sixteenth-century mill, later to become a nidern pasta 
factory, destroyed evidence br the continuation of the 
villa. To the west, a busy modern street and a military 
compound built into a former arms factory bave all but 
negated any possibility of future excavatin. Despite 
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