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In 2006, the seventh, final, large field-campaign took 
piace in the Casa di Caecilius Iucundus (Fig. 1). The aim 
of our studies has been to docurnent the whole complex, to 
test the interpretations of previous scholarship and to gain 
more information on the history of the double-atrium 
house. New evidence has beeri gained via the wall-docu-
mentation, studies of wall-paintings, and the anialyses of 
wall-plasters. The most important result is that the house 
experienced several phases of rebuilding, especially in 
the representative parts and the peristyle area, during the 
ilfetime of Caecilius Iucundus. These various re-buildings 
have been treated in a preliminary report that will appear 
in the Opuscula Romana, due to be published in the au-
tumn of 2007, and will therefore not be the subject of this 
paper. Instead, we present some new interesting results 
from the campaigns of 2005 and 2006. 

During the summer of 2006, hypotheses suggested 
by the wall-documentation were evaluated with trial 
trenches made in the northern part of the house-com-
piex. One trial trench was excavated last year in the 
stable, room q of the North house, V 1, 23, to check a 
hypothesis suggested already by August Mau in 1876.2 
Accordirig to Mau, the visible remains of a transverse 
wall, running north-south, in the north wall of the large 
triclinium, were remains of an older wall that continued 
to the north, towards the partition wall (Fig. 2) between 
V 1.23 and Casa degli Epigrammi greci. The trench did 
indeed reveal partial remains of an oider wall running 
north-south at the floor level (Fig. 3) and, partly built 
into the wall, remains of a round cistern, as well as a lot 
of building de'bris. Beside the cistern, there was the lower 
part of large basin (Fig. 4. The iarge amounts of smali 
fragments of broken pottely and other discarded mate-
rial that were found, especially west of the cistern and 
the visible wall-remains, may support Mau's suggestion'  

that the garden-area of the North house, V 1,231 (Fig. 1), 
previously extended further towards the east. 

Another trial-trench was excavated last spring in the 
narrow corridor d', between the tablinum of the North 
house, V 1.23e, and the ala e in the South house V 
1.26) (Fig. 5). The aim was to acquire more information 
about the fusion of the two houses: what happened here 
when the two houses, V 1.23 and V 1,26 were united? We 
found out that the wall was covered with a support-coating 
of plaster below the doorway into the ala e of the South 
house (Fig. 6). At the floor-level of the doorway, remains of 
the earlier wall-plaster were found where the entrance had 
been cut through an earlier coating; the wall plaster can 
be placed among the plasters of the early second style in 
the relative chronology within our insula. Furthermore, 
in the centre of the trench, ca 20 cm below the level of 
the doorway, we found remains of a cocciopesto floor (Fig. 
7), which continued in under the east wall of the corridor. 
This floor had been destroyed during the rebuilding of the 
corridor, when the doorway to the South house was built. 
Moreover, in 2002, when the floor of room f located east of 
the corridor, 4  was cleaned, remains of ari earher wall, run-
ning north-south, were revealed in the cocciopesto floor. 
We suggest, therefore, that there were once two equally 
large rooms that were later rebuilt to forni the somewhat 
larger room f to the east and the narrow corridor d'to the 
west, providing the passage from the atrium of the North 
house into the ala of the South house (Fig. 5). 

The west wall of the corridor also gave some new 
information (Fig. 7).  The lower part of the wall was 
built with spolia, bricks, reused stones and rubble. It was 
founded on apre-existing wall with remains ofwall-plas-
ter that, according to our conservator, Carin Pettersson Is 
of an earher date thari any other in the house-complex, 
that is, earlier than flrst-style decorations of our insula. 
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2  Msu 1876, pp. 247-248. 
Ibid. 

4 SeeFig. I. 




