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In the house of the Greek Epigrams (Fig. 1) the last years' 
fieldwork (2004-2006) has yielded interesting evidence 
as to the development and chronology of the complex. 1  

The studies of the architectural features, the mural 
techniques, the wall plasters and the remains of painted and 
architectural decorations, the pavements and the thresholds 
have been completed. Special attention has been paid to the 
pertstyle i and to the domestic quarters, i.e. the rooms t (cu-
Una), z (latrina) , w, v, v1 , u and x which are all located in 
the northem part of the house. Various questions related to 
the water supply and the draining systems of the area have 
been thoroughly examined. 

In the peristyle the whole of the viridurium was exca-
vated. This work was carried out in collaboration with 
Professor Mark Robinson and students from Oxford Uni-
versity. The final evaluation of the obtained results is stili 
in progress - the very much diversifled investigations 
were finished only a couple of months ago. 

Today the peiistyle presents itself in a vety ruined state. Ear -
lier descnptioris andphotographs and a copy of the vanished 
paintings on parts of the east portico contribute to a more 
complete impressiori of what it looked like in A.D. 792 

The garden area has a closed south wall whereas the 
three other sides are portico framed (Fig. 2). Smail 
stretches of a white stucco frieze are preserved in the up-
per part of the south wall. Other decorations, except for 
a mostly destroyed white plaster coating, do not seem to 
have existed. The eleven columns and the half column 
on the westemmost part of the south wall are all bulit 
with bricks, except for the middie one in the north por-
tico. Here we find a mixture of smail limestone and tuff 
blocks. They have a white coating in the upper, and a 

red one in the lower part. Both parts were smooth. Over 
the northernmost columns in the eastern portico parts 
of the decorated epistyle have been replaced. An irregu-
larly shaped parapet frames the colonnaded sides of 
the garden leaving an entrance opening in the second 
intercolumnium on the west side. The parapet itself was 
painted black - the original colour has faded to a pale 
red, ,- and is decorated with green plants and some blue 
and yellow fiowers on both sides. In the easternmost 
intercolumnium of the north portico, the pluteus runs 
above a rectangular cistern mouth - evideritly out of 
use when the parapet was built. Before AD. 79 the two 
southern intercolumnias of the eastern portco had been 
wailed up and the surface of this wail hdd a painted 
decoration, now almost completely lost, but iknown from 
older reproductioris. 3  A gutter runs along the garden side 
of the pluteus. The north-west and the noth-east cor-
ner of the viridarium have section-shaped itructures to 
coliect the rainwater from the portico roofs and divert it 
into the gutter. These structures as well as the gutter are 
seriously damaged. In his rather summaiy description 
of this area in the BdI 1877, Mau 4  refers in an at that 
time visible structure in the garden una base murata, 
grande 0.32 x 0.40, alta 0.58". According to Mau the base 
had supported a marbie ornament which had previously 
been stolen by treasure hunters. 

In the southernmost part of the western portico we stili 
find remains of a staircase leading to a second floor above 
room f. The base is a masomy structure, the steps were 
most certainly made of wood. Imprints in the plaster on 
the south wall show the course of the staircase. 

Aiso in the eastern portico, the masomy base and 
first three steps of another staircase are preserved. This 
one was connected with the entrance to a loft above room 
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