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This paper concerns the NW corner of Inula V i in 
Pompeii (Fig. 1) ,1  The interpretation pi'esented here 
constitutes some of the preliminaiy results from the 
documentation, analysis and excavations made by the 
Swedish Pompeii Project in 20022006.2  During the work 
in the buildings in the NW corner of Insula V 1 (V 1,14-
16 & V 1,13) and Vicolo delle Nozze d'Argento, 3  we found 
a number of indications of the early appearance of the 
architecture in the area. The investigations are made by 
Monica Nilsson and myself, in shared responsibility. 

The earlier street under Vicolo delle Nozze d'Argento 

To be able to conduct the pre-historic excavation under 
Vicolo delle Nozze d'Argento, 4  the stone paving of the 
street was removed (Fig. 2). An earlier street-surface, 
with the same orientation, was unearthed c. 0.5 m below 
the storie paving (Fig. 3).5  The street-surface consisted of 
mortar and fragmented terracotta, with two wide wheel-
ruts with the same width as the later stone-paved street. 
In view of the accumulative layer applied, we can as-
sume that the street had been in use for a longish period. 
The earth above this surface is the ballast for the stone 
paving. 6  The preserice of an earlier street with the same 
orientation as the Vicolo today, sets the focus on the re-
lationship between the buildings in the NW corner of V 
i and the Vicolo. 

The walls of cauponaV 1,13 

The northern wall of V 1,13, corresponding to the west- 

ern part of the northern faQade of the Insula V 1, Is buult 
in opus quadratum with the upper part constructed in 
opus incerlum and opus africanum (Fig. 4). The opus 
quadratum wall consists of two rows of limestone ash-
lars visible, with the top of yet another iow visible at loca-
tions where the sidewalk has been destroyed. 7  The ashlars 
are well cut and well fitted, except in the western corner, 
corresponding to V 1,13 room a. 8  One header in the opus 
quadratum wall extends inwards as apart of the dividing 
wall between rooms b and e. A large section of the wall in 
room d, is completely destroyed above the ashlars. East of 
this, the remains of opu.s africanum are visible. 

In V 1,13, room f, behind the large hearth abutting 
the N wall, a closed door is seen in the masorny. The 
door-frames are constructed in large limestone blocks, 
the door fihling Is opus incerlum, mainly of cruma and 
with substantial amounts of spoils (Fig. 5). In the pre-
served floor in the west area of the room, a door-stop-
per has been found in situ. This undoubtediy relates the 
floor to the open door in the north wall. The floor level 
(34.74 m) could be associated with the stone-paved street 
(34.85 m). The door-frarne continues below the level of 
the curbs along the northern wall, which indicates that 
the door presurnably opened to the level of the stone-
paved street, originally without the curbs (35.12 m) now 
seen in front of the closed door. There are no traces of 
the threshold. The c. 0.2 rn lower level around the well 
(34.55 m) in the NE corner, could in turn be associated 
with the earlier street level (level: c. 34.35 m). We cari 
conclude that V 1,13, room f could be related to the street 
in both phases, and that the orientation ofV 1,13 towards 
the Vicolo is an important feature of the lay-out of the 
building. 

Along the opus quadratum wall runs a sidewaik 
constructed in limestone blocks with standing lava-stones 
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2 For the preliminary results for the inves-
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