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( ... ) auf aPe Fdlle mull die Forderung an den iachaologen gerichtet werden sich in die 
Intentionen der Alten, deren Werke er begreifen will, zu versenken, damit auch in ihre Mellkunst 

und Rechnung einzulehen.>' 

The reconstruction of the original plot division of 

the house blocks of Regio Wwas the subject of the previ-

ous chapter. Through the reconstruction of the original 

plot division of the individual insulae, the original sizes 

and shapes of the blocks in this particular insula cluster 

were revealed. This chapter discusses the physical and 

metrological regularities that this collection of similar 

insulae displays, both in the district as a whole and in 

its individual insulae. 

all figures are rendered in Oscan 01; in the case of the 

south façade of insula T'7 8, Roman feet206 . More than 

just retrieving the metrological regularities and propor-
204 Ioppoio is not unaware of the limitations 

of his study. At the end of his presentation he in-
tions of the dimensions of blocks and buildings, which Dies Pompeian research to follow his example 

would be seen regardless of the unit of measurement and look at the remains of Pompeii from a 

used, the translation into feet recovers the concept of metrological angle, loPpoco 1991-1992. 

land division as planned at the time of the district's
205 The luau/ac were measured from exteri-

or wall to exterior wall; the width of the pave-
arrangement. ments was included in the street widths. Despite 

The average dimensions of the insulae and streets i the fact that there is evidence that the mainte-

were used to make the reconstruction of the district de- nance of pavements in front of properties were 

sign. Some obviously irregular insula sides and street
the responsibility of the owner, the pavements 
were only formalised in their present form when 

widths had to be excluded from the calculation of the the streets of the cite were paved, i.e. in the Au- 

averages. Despite the fact that in theory the original sizes i gustan	 period.	 Their	 present width	 therefore 

of these façades and streets could be reconstructed from seems hardit' relevant in the reconstruction of a 

the plan, it was decided not to do so because this would
phase when hzsuiae	 (building blocks)	 and 
streets (spaces between them) were first laid out 

have resulted in a (statistically) incorrect use of actual on site (contra Suui 1990). 

and reconstructed data. The measurements that were left 206 For the methods of translation to Oscan 

out are shown in brackets in figure 4.1; the reasons for
(and Roman) feet used, see Chapter 2.3; for the 

their exclusion are offered in the text.
plans of the individual blocks, Chapter 3. 

I	 207 The continuation of the Via del Foro (on 
The main axis of the district is the Via di Mercurio, the course of and predating the Via di Mercurio) 

which leads from the social, economic and political cen- might have exited the city through a city gate to-
cated on the site of the present-day lbrre XJ or 

tre of the town, the forum, in the direction of the to's
Tone di Mercurio Mauci 1933, p. 152. Zevi has 

agricultural lands on the slopes of Mount Vesuvius207. argued that the area outside the city wall was in 
is possible that the street predates the district, and as fact also divided into (agricultural) plots on the 

such determined the orientation of its insulae and same orientation as the streets and blocks of Re- 

streets 208 . The importance of the Via di Mercurio as the gb	 VI, Zoom 1982, pp 353-365. 
208 

main street of the new district was underlined by its av-
Older houses were discovered beneath the 

first phase arrangements of the standing struc-
erage width of 31.3 feet, which is about twice as wide as tures. These structures more or less follow the 

the other north-south streets of the region. same alignment as the later houses. Macal 1973, 

Five and a half parallel streets, with an average it . 161-189; for a recent revaluation CoMOELLI ci 

width of 15.3 feet, were realised - three to the east, only
al. 2001-2002; CoaouLl.m ci oil. 2003; C0AIOEI,LJ and 
Piosuxco 2004b; PEsuxoo 2005 (see also Chapter 

two and a half to the west 	 where the l810 Consolare 2.3).

4.1 Regio VI: The District Design 

The -original arrangement- that has been uncov-

ered here refers to the first period in which the insulae 
of the district emerged as a coherent, integrated design. 

The design of this <,district VI>> comprised three 

longer and three shorter house blocks on each side of 

the Via di Mercurio. From a bird's eye view this collec-

tion of insulae has the appearance of regularity, with 

the exception of some insulae on the west side of the re-
gb. In this particular area, the course of the Via Conso-
lure affected the shape of insulae T'9 2, 3 and 4. The 

last two blocks were in fact so irregular that the decision 

was made to exclude them from the metrological dis-

cussions of the district design. The previous chapter 

showed that there were also many physical differences 

between the remaining blocks, something which in fact 

is true for all districts (insula clusters) of Pompeii. 

Despite all these smaller and larger differences, the 

new district displays a regularity that suggests that it was 

created following a metrological district design. This de-

sign can be interpreted through careful measuring of 

the insulae and streets. There has been little effort to re-

construct the carefully executed arrangement of the dis-

trict. loppolo has made a start, however his reconstruc-

tions are not very detailed204.


