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INTRODUCTION 

Human skeletal material, generally in frag-
mentary condition, commonly appears through-
out ancient archaeological sites. These pieces of  
bone often are not recognized as human  

because the contexts in which they are found  

are not suspected to include human skeletal  

remains. The presence of these "artifacts" in  

contexts often far removed from the mortuary  

areas of a site can be explained . by a number .  of  
cultural practices (see BECKER 1986, 1993, also  

1996). Conversely, the study of these bones may  
point to ancient activities of which the archae-
ologist may have no other evidence and must  

reconstruct these behaviors of the past solely on  
the basis of the information supplied by physi-
cal anthropologists.  

Excavations at Monte Castellazzo di Poggio-
reale in the Belice Valley (see FALSONE 1990, also  
FALSONE and LEONARD 1980-81) recovered limited  

traces of human bones in various contexts not  
associated with a cemetery (cf. DI SALvo 1994,  
BEcKER 1992). Recognizing the possibility of gaining  
important information about the history and use  

of the settlement area of the site of Monte Ca-
stellazzo di Poggioreale, the excavator arranged  

to include the study of the bone groupings with-
in a general cooperative program between his  
Belice Valley Project (see also TusA 1994b) and  
West Chester University (cf. BECKER 1982).  

Note that this site is located in the Belice  

Valley of southwestern Sicily, and is not to be  
confused with a suspected site identified as  
"Castellazzo" believed to be located east of Pa-
lermo (BECKER 1995 -96: 92-93).  

MATERIALS AND METHODS  

A total of 51 artifact lots that were found to  

contain animal and/or human bone was recov-
ered during the 1980 excavations (C Α80) at Monte  

Castellazzo di Poggioreale. Each of these groups  

was examined by the author during June of  
1982 (Becker Ms. A), and a preliminary report  
was filed on 7 September 1982. Not included in  
this study were any skeletal materials recovered  

during the later part of the 1982 season or sub-
sequent excavations at Castellazzo. These were  

intended for study at a future date. Each bone  

or fragment in the 51 lots was examined, with  

the specific intent of identifying human bones  

that were in this non-cemetery context (see Bass  

1979, Becker and Salvadei 1992).  

FINDINGS  

The 51 groups of bone that were examined  
were found to range in size from a few small  

splinters (e.g. CA80 III 74.31 Loc. 741: 26  

September) to large masses of bone containing  

intact bovine leg bones (e.g. CA80 II 13.37 Loc.  

1308B: 1 Oct.). The vast majority contain only  

animal bones and/or teeth (see Becker Ms. A).  

All 51 lots were repackaged for future study by  
a specialist in faunal remains. The information  

presented below concerns only the human skeletal  

fragments, and possible human remains, that were  
recognized among the animal bones. Four of  

the 51 lots include bone that may be human.  

Only one lot contains a single piece of definite-
ly human bone. These 5 are presented below  

(all in the CA 80 series).  

1. II. 13.37/Loc 1308,E (1 Oct.). Within this  

extremely large collection of bone a fragment of  

human adult male frontal bone was found.  
The condition and fracture pattern on this bone  

suggest that it came from a displaced (or looted)  
tomb. No cuts or other evidence of ritual use  

could be detected. The fragment is from a  

robust individual. Both supraorbital "foraminae"  

are present as deep notches and the supraor-
bital torus is strongly prominent. The nasal  


