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INTRODUCTION 

Mozia, an island site off the west coast of Sicily 
(see WHITAKER 1921), became the location of an 
early Phoenician trading post near the beginning 
of the local Iron Age  (BECKER  1995: 92-93, 98; 
also BECKER 1996). During excavations of Archaic 
levels at Mozia in 1979 the Project Director, G. 
Falsone, found unusual materials mixed with 
and also overlying the earlier deposits (FALSONE, 

et al. 1980; cf. BEcKER 1995: 99). These mixed 
materials, in the area around the excavation 
area designated as "Locus 56," appeared to have 
been redeposited from another source at an 
early date. Examination of these deposits led the 
excavator to suspect that included in this mate-
rial was debris from older (prehistoric or per-
haps Early Iron Age) cremation burials as well 
as the mixed debris and animal bones charac-
teristic of a dump, or secondary deposit. 

Dr. Falsone and his colleagues postulated 
that these materials included debris from a 
necropolis of the 8th-7th century B.C. that had 
later been dislodged by some unknown activity 
(construction, leveling, etc.). These scattered 
artifacts and bone fragments then came into 
stratigraphic unconformity with the layers 
below. A separate test of this theory was creat-
ed through the study of the bone material recov-
ered from these unusual contexts. 

FORMULATING THE TEST 

The amount of space used for cemetery areas 
through time is limited by the continual re-use 
of burial grounds, often for non-funerary activi-
ties. In general, mortuary zones tend to be lim-
ited in extent, with areas of greater antiquity 
(several hundred years) being re-employed for 
newer interments (cf. Becker In process). 
Presumably the markers or monuments of earli-
er periods had simply decayed to the point  

where they no longer served to indicate the 
location of the gravesites. Where land values or 
population densities are great, cultures often 
have a policy of "limited tenancy" for their dead. 
That is, after a specified and often short period 
of time the remains of a deceased person are 
removed from the point of interment and placed 
in a less spacious surround. This could be in a 
charnel house at some central location to the 
cemetery, area or in a separate chamber within 
the greater tomb enclosure (for example, see 
BECKER 1975). Regardless of the details of such 
activities, human bones from these situations may 
become mixed into contexts where they would 
not be suspected to occur. However, the occur-
rence of human bone outside the perimeters of 
a cemetery tend to be in very low incidence. 

On the basis of the hypothesis formulated 
during excavations at Mozia Locus 56 (FALsoiE 

et al. 1980) an effective test was constructed 
regarding the presence of human bones in the 
suspected area of redeposition. A series of exca-
vation lots were identified from the area in 
question and the fragmentary bone material 
from these excavation units was separated from 
other materials and put aside for identification. 
A series of comparative lots from Locus 56 with-
in which no redeposited human skeletal mater-
ial was suspected also were identified and sim-
ilarly treated as a control group. As noted above, 
such material could be expected to have some 
human skeletal bits among the bone content, 
but if present, the amount would be expected to 
be lower to a statistically significant degree. 

The analysis of the two groups of skeletal 
material was carried out "blind". That is, the 
analyst did not know which groups were sus-
pected to include human material and which 
were devoid of them. A second cross check of 
the study was provided by another group of 
materials. A series of samples from Locus 66, 
some distance from Locus 56, were included in 


