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The search for knowledge and wisdom is deepiy 

rooted in n'ian's conternpiation of Nature and the 

Universe. While the pursuit for knowiedge can be 

traced bach to prehistoric times, the quest far 

wisdom seems to respond to the awareness that 

man's capacity for knowledge is conditioned and 

iimited. This insight generates a number of pro b-

lems, stili at the agenda of modern science. 

Hence, in the struggle to answer fundamentai 

questions we often find that the Present is linked 

with the Past like the Sciences are linked with 

metaphysics. 

Introduction 

The Wisdom of Solomon, described in the Oid 

Testament, was legendary. Skiiled in matters of 
justice, law, and human affairs, he could also 
"discourse on plants from the cedar in 
Lebanon to the hyssop growing on the wall; 
and he could discourse on animais and birds 
and reptiles and fish". Among other things, his 
wisdom aiso gave rise to "three thousand 
proverbs" and songs "numbered a thousand 
and five". Finaily, Solomon's unsurpassed 
skills were paired with a heart "as vast as the 
sand on the sea-shore" •2  In this Old Testament 

conceptualization of wisdom matter-of-fact 
knowledge biends with a poetic approach to re-
ality and a boundless capacity far sympathetic 
understanding. All these ingredients embody 
the Wisdom of Solomon. Hence, compassion is 
a main component of Solomon's wisdom. Wis-
dom, somehow, is rooted in the heart. Without 
being in touch with the heart, there is no true 
wisdom. 

Yet, Solomon's wisdom was beyond measure 
because it was "planted" by God. Io ordinary 
man Solomon's wisdom was an impossible ide-
ai, but nevertheless it embodied a goal to strive 
for. Modern man, in comparison, has given up 
the ambition to reach the all-embracing 
learned level of Solomon. Human life in gener -
ai has become subject to a kind of compart-
mentalization, thereby rendering scientific 
knowledge, wisdom, and matters of the heart 
separate, a situation that may be viewed as a 
characteristic feature of Modernity. Especially 
in the Sciences the pursuit of ultimate knowl-
edge has become very specialized and one-di-
mensional. However, this being a historical 
fact does not eliminate experiences in which 
re-appear a biend of knowledge and wisdom. 
In this articie we shall examine the search for 
knowledge and wisdom, and, in doing so, we 
shall embrace examples from the Past as well 
as from the Present. To highlight our modem 
attitude we shall first deai with the mythologi-
cal and philosophical approach to knowledge 
and wisdom. Secondly, we shali analyze some 
of the effects caused by a major event in mod-
ern science, namely the discoveries made in 
quantum physics which were to challenge not 
only the scientific community, but also the 
arts, and the pubiic debate of values. The 
knowledge gained in quantum physics sudden-
iy put a question mark across the scientific am-
bition to know everything. 

That man in a near Future would be able to 
know everything was a strong hope which fu-
eled the rise of scientism. The following 

1. This article was written while the author was a Visiting 
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2. Quotations are from The New Jerusalem Bible 1994, 
Study Edition. 


