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Introduction 

The liturgical recitative practised in Denmark 
relies on the Vatican edition of the Cantorinus 
romanus (1911)' as taught at the Pastoral 
Seminaries in the university cities of Copenha-
gen and Aarhus. It mainly consists of the so-
called Tonus Collectae, Tonus Epistolce (also ap-
propriate for Old Testament readings), and the 
Tonus Evangelii. This liturgical repertory corre-
sponds to what has been referred to as the ac-
centus 2 practice in the Roman liturgy. 

Given his familiarity with the established ac-
centus tradition in Denmark, it was natural 
that the present author should concentrate his 
studies on the corresponding Roman recita-
tives (Tonus Orationis, Prophetice, Epistolce, 
Evangelii). In Professor Alberto Turco's stand-
ard manual on Gregorian chant these are to be 
found in the Introduzione, and in the Liturgia 
della Parola. 

Our knowledge of these components in the 
liturgy of the Roman Mass dates back to a spe-
cial kind of document called an Ordo, describ-
ing the order of the Mass 4 . The earliest docu-
ment believed to describe the Roman Mass 
goes back to around 700 and is normally men-
tioned as Ordo I, because of its position at the 
head of a long series of Ordines Romani.3 

The Oratio or Collecta is introduced by the

greeting Dominus vobiscutn and by the re-
sponse Et cum spiritu tuo, thus establishing the 
essential liturgical relation between bishop and 
people. The prayer is normally a short state-
ment of the purpose of the Mass and its time, 
place, feast, or occasion. It is also called Collec-
ta because it summarises or collects the medita-
tive thoughts of the congregation and the bish-
op. 6 Frequently it starts as an apposition, Deus, 
qui... and closes with a formula of strongly 
Christian character, Per Dominum nostrum 
lesum Christum Filium tuum, qui tecum vivit et 
regnat in Spiritus Sancti Deus, per omnia saecu-
la saeculorum. Amen. 

The Collectce or Orationes Festivi or Feriale 
(depending on the liturgical occasion) were 
normally written by the bishops and published 
in the Sacramentaries. 7 At least one lesson 
should be read before the Gospel or Evange-
hum according to the Ordines rornani. The 
reading is generally called Epistle in spite of the 
fact that the text could be taken from The Old 
Testament, from the Acts of the Apostles or 
from the Apocalypse (Book of Revelations). 
Frequently this introduction is used when the 
Epistle is to be read from a lectern without cer-
emony: Lectio libri Sapidntiae.... or Léctio EpIs-
tolae bea'ti Pduli Apóstoli ad CorInthios... The 
intention of the Epistle reading is that of 
straightforward moral or theological instruc-
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