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The son of a Danish squire, Frederik Rostgaard 
(1671-1745) was from early on a prodigy of 
learning. When he graduated, family wealth en-
abled him to complete his studies on an exten-
ded nine-year grand tour which took him to 
such centres of learning as Leiden and Oxford, 
Paris, Milan, Florence and Rome.' He returned 
to Denmark with a collection of incunabula, 
books and manuscripts 2 (many of which are 
now in the Royal Library). His travels also re-
sulted in copious collations and transcripts of 
Libanius' letters and gave him first hand ac-
quaintance with many of the great names of 
European scholarship - in England for in-
stance Thomas Hyde, in France Montfaucon, 
in Italy Muratori, Salvini and Magliabechi.3 

However, when Rostgaard returned to Den-
mark, only few of his scholarly projects came 
to fruition. In the early eighteenth century, 
scholarly pursuits often led to high office in the 
rapidly expanding administration of Danish 
absolutism. Young Rostgaard was well connec-
ted and of impressive ability. On his homecom-
ing, he married into a family of the new nobil-
ity, which enjoyed the monarch's favour; he 
soon after became director of the Royal Ar-
chives and a member of the High Court; later, 
he succeeded in reaching the highest post in 
the civil service, as head of the Danish Chancel-
lery. On top of his administrative burdens, a 
fertile and inquisitive mind led him on to still 
further scholarly projects; as a consequence he 
never finished much (but subsequent editors of 
Libanius benefited greatly from his collations). 

The present paper proposes to focus on some 
forgotten results of Rostgaard's visit to Rome, 
where he stayed for seven months, from late 
1698 till April 1699. Well furnished with letters 
of introduction, the learned gentleman had no

problems of access, and studies in the Vatican 
seem to have absorbed most of his time (Liba-
nius, but also Old High German). Yet he also 
made his rounds paying his respects to the 
learned princes of the Church, such as the Car-
dinals de Bouillon, Enrico Noris, Giuseppe Tm-
periali and Girolamo Casanata.4 And like al-
most all learned visitors to Rome during this 
period, he is unlikely not to have visited the 
then almost octogenarian antiquarian Raffael-
lo Fabretti (1619-1700). On his death a year 
later, Fabretti's epitaph in Santa Maria sopra 
Minerva would rightly declare him 'highly re-
nowned within as well as beyond the borders of 
Italy': for young Rostgaard, this was no doubt a 
scholar no self-respecting man of learning 
could fail to meet (Fig. 1).6 

In 1698-99, Fabretti was finishing what 
proved to be his final magnum opus, the bulky 
publication of and commentary on his epi-
graphic collection, the Inscriptionum antiqua-
rum quae in aedibus paternis asservantur expli-
catio (Rome 1699) - a work of fundamental 
importance for Latin epigraphy. With its publi-
cation Fabretti added more than 4,000 inscrip-
tions to the then standard corpus of Janus Gru-
terus alias Jan Gruytère (1560-1627). Many of 
these inscriptions had been uncovered by Fab-
retti himself, who year after year undertook nu-
merous excursions into the Roman Campagna 
transcribing every inscription he came across. 

The notes and transcripts on which he based 
his edition have sadly been lost. 7 Or so it has 
commonly been believed. However, if I am not 
mistaken Rostgaard's papers in the Danish 
Royal Library include documents which pro-
vide a unique glimpse of Fabretti's avant-garde 
approach to the problem of editing such mate-
rial.


