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Introduction 
Roman South Italy has often been described as 
an area where forestry and transhumance 
dominated the economy of the regions and 
where the villa culture with its specialized and 
market-oriented farming did not gain as much 
ground as in the rest of Italy.' This perception 
of the agriculture in the area originated in an-
tiquity when especially Strabo, Livy and Pliny 
the Elder emphasized the tradition of growing 
grain and breeding especially sheep and horses 
in the area.' 

So on the face of it there is correspondence 
between the antique and the modern percep-
tion of the area's utilization of agrarian resour-
ces. But the sources also relate the presence of 
more intensive farming in South Italy. For in-
stance Pliny the Elder mentions the production 
of considerable amounts of wine at the Brut-
tian cities of T1'zurii-Copia, Consentia and Temp-
sa. 3 Along with recent excavations of several 
South Italian villas where the production was 
oriented towards wine or olives and findings of 
transportation amphorae for wine all over 
South Italy, this indicates the extension of the 
villa culture in South Italy.4 

Today it is a commonly accepted view among 
scholars engaged in the development of South 
Italian agriculture that agricultural villas be-
came an integral part of the agrarian economy 
during the late Republican period and in the 
beginning of the early Empire. The utilization 
of soil and labour in the villas was highly spe-
cialized and intensive as it was in the rest of 
Italy, and in consequence the production was 
both greater and far more efficient than at the 
small family farms which had previously been 
the dominant form of property. The basis for a 
form of property whose production greatly ex-

ceeded the needs of the owner originated in 
connection with the swiftly growing population 
of Rome and the increasing interest in prod-
ucts such as wine and olive oil in the new West-
ern provinces.' 

As described by Varro in (RR 3.1), architec-
turally the villas were divided into a production 
section (pars rustica), where the produce was 
collected and processed, and a living section 
(pars urbana), where the owner lived when he 
was at the villa.' As the landowning elite grew 
steadily richer, the villas became larger, more 
luxurious and more rational in terms of pro-
duction from the late Republic and up through 
the Principate in the first century until some 
point in the 2" century A.D. when the villas 
reached an architectural peak. In this period it 
became common to build the pars urbana in 
the same style as the luxury city houses (do-
mus) of the elite with atriums, peristyles and 
baths with marble or mosaic floors.' 

Less is known about the development of the 
villas during the 3'' century, which must be 
seen in conjunction with the very few concrete 
written sources on the subject from this period 
and difficulties in dating building structures 
and ceramic material precisely; circumstances 
which have made it difficult to distinguish the 
villa development of the 3rd century from that 
of the 2nd 

Taking the many archaeological studies of 
villas in Apulia, Lucania and Bruttium over the 
past 15 to 20 years as its starting point, the 
present study aims to observe the course of the 
development of a section of the South Italian 
villas of the 3'' century. More specifically the 
purpose of the study is to discuss whether the 
villa owners in South Italy chose to give up run-
ning their estates or whether the villa and the


