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In September 1998 an international conference 
Innocenzo III - Urbs et Orbis was held in Rome 
- in celebration of the 800th anniversary of the 
accession of Pope Innocent III. More than 150 
scholars from all over Europe and the United 
States took part. They discussed the historical 
significance, efforts, and activities of the im-
portant medieval pope, Innocent III, who was 
the undisputed leader of the Christian church 
in the years from 1198 to 1216. Innocent III has 
become both famous and disreputable in medi-
eval history. During his pontificate many of the 
now traditional features of the European Mid-
dle Ages came into being. For example, he 
holds a major position in the history of the cru-
sades. It was under his leadership and by his 
command that the Fourth Crusade was laun-
ched. Whether or not the pope should be 
blamed for the crusaders' attacks on Christian 
cities and the sacking of Constantinople in 
1204 is still a major bone of contention in mod-
ern crusading historiography. Innocent III also 
launched crusades against both political oppo-
nents in the south of Italy and against the he-
retical Albigensian Cathars in the south of 
France. Furthermore, he actively supported 
crusades against the pagan peoples of the Bal-
tic. He played a very active part in the power 
struggles in the German Empire between Otto 
IV, Philip of Swabia and the later Frederick II. 
In modern scholarship the pope is renowned, 
as he was in his own times, for modernising the 
papal chancery, for reforming the papal admin-
istration, for setting new standards in papal 
letter-writing, and for further developing eccle-
siastical canon law. These were just some of 
the means he used in a successful campaign to 
raise the papacy to one of the most powerful in-
stitutions of medieval Europe. Even though In-

nocent III is mainly known for his political ac-
tivities concerning the crusades to the Middle 
East, concerning the kings of France, Germany 
and England, he also made his mark on the 
fringe areas of Europe - apart from the already 
mentioned Baltic crusades. In particular, the 
present paper will attempt to provide a short 
introduction to papal policy towards Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway during the pontificate of 
Innocent 111.1 

These Nordic countries were all in a transi-
tional phase of developing a monarchically 
controlled state and an ecclesiastical organisa-
tion in the period from c. 1000-1250. They were 
moving away from a traditional and often re-
gionally based kingship, whose rulers were 
chosen locally, and towards a kingship of a 
more "European" nature. This was a develop-
ment, which was to establish a completely re-
formed system of monarchical government in a 
Nordic context, and lay the foundations for a 
form of Christian kingship based on new prin-
ciples of dynasticism and primogeniture, and 
on a new interpretation of the king's rights and 
privileges, but also obligations, towards society 
and the church. Taxation, administration and 
military organisation were important factors in 
this development. In the high medieval period, 
in all three countries, the church for its part 
was well on the way to achieving its final pre-
Reformation structure and status as an impor-
tant social power. This involved among other 
features the establishing of bishoprics, the col-
lecting of tithes, the building of churches. It 
was a development that can justifiably be 
called a second wave of christianization, fol-
lowing the initial christianizing of these coun-
tries by mainly German missionaries in the pe-
riod from roughly 900-1100. 2 During the


