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Robert Murdoch Smith, a lieutenant in the 
Royal Engineers, became interested in ar-
chaeology when he was attached to Charles 
Newton's expedition to Halicarnassus in 
search of the Mausoleum, and to Cnidus, 
from 1856 until the middle of 1859. Disap-
pointed in not being sent to China on active 
service, he applied, together with his naval 
friend Lieutenant E. A. Porcher, to the Admi-
ralty for permission to take a small schooner 
along the Barbary Coast to explore the an-
cient city of Cyrene. The two men were given 
permission to go, but the use of a schooner 
was denied them. This was probably fortu-
nate, for although the ship would have made 
a useful base, the coast was very dangerous, 
with no adequate harbour near Cyrene, par-
ticularly as their expedition lasted for ten 
months. They were told by their superiors 
that they were on no <<account to make exca-
vations or remove objects without full and 
distinct authoritya I• Whether or not this per-
mission was ever expressly granted, they 
went to Tripoli, where, shortly before their ar-
rival, a <<Firman>> from the Porte allowing 
them to excavate and to remove antiquities 
had been presented to the Pasha by the 
British Consul, Mr. Herman. Porcher was a 
gifted watercolour painter and many of his 
drawings are now in the Department of

Greek and Roman Antiquities of the British 
Museum: a few of them illustrate this paper. 
Several of them served as the basis for the 
fine lithographs by T. Picken that were in-
cluded in Smith and Porcher's publication of 
their expedition. This paper is based upon a 
short lecture not really intended for publica-
tion as it does not do justice to the slides used 
in the latter: it cannot show the colour or the 
quality of Porcher's watercolours; it has none 
of the many lithographs of Picken, nor of the 
photographs taken during the expedition. 
Nor does it pretend to be anything but a very 
selective account of the expedition, drawn 
mainly from Smith and Porcher's published 
work 2 and material in Dickson's life of 
Smith 1 . R. G. Goodchild wrote a somewhat 
similar study, published in 1976 4. 

Reaching Tripoli from Malta in the gunboat 
Boxer on the 21St of November 1860 and pay-
ing respect to the Pasha, Smith and Porcher 
sailed on to Benghazi, arriving on the 30th of 
November. There they were warmly received 
by Vice-consul Frederick Crowe, who enter-
tained them at the Consulate and helped 
them to get a caravan together, as they were 
now going to proceed by land. Crowe advised 
them not to go by sea to Derna, as they had 
intended, because horses and camels would 
be difficult to obtain there, and the anchor-
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