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Introduction 

During the past thirty years evidence bear-
ing upon the question of economic relations 
between Cyrenaica and Italy has been greatly 
increased by epigraphic and archaeological 
research. Extended discussion has become 
possible, and new guidelines for enquiry have 
been laid down. The purpose of this paper is 
to explore further some of the issues which 
have been raised 1 

The written evidence for trade between 
Italy and Cyrenaica is meagre. Nothing is 
recorded of Italian exports to Cyrenaica, and 
of a fairly long list of Cyrenaica's agricultural 
and natural products which can be assem-
bled from the literary sources, the only ones 
for which an Italian market is reasonably se-
cure are silphium (in the second and first 
centuries BC) and corn and oil (in the second 
century AD) 2• 

Epigraphy enlarges the picture a little. Two

Latin inscriptions from Cyrene reveal the 
presence there of Roman citizens engaged in 
business, in the first century BC and the first 
century AD; and several Latin and Greek fu-
nerary inscriptions of late Republican and 
Augustan date carry nomina which can be 
linked with Campania and/or the Aegean em-
poria where Italian negotiatores established 
themselves in the late Republic. An immi-
grant Italian community with interests in 
trade is therefore very probable 1. 

The reverse of the coin is most unlikely. 
There is little to suggest that the very few 
Cyrenaicans who appear in Italian inscrip-
tions were resident there, with the possible 
exception of an Arimmas attested by an Os-
can graffito from Pompeii. His status is un-
certain, but it is possible that he was a slave '. 

The contrast with other parts of north 
Africa is striking. Italian businnessman had 
established themselves at Alexandria and in 

Synthesis by L. BACCI-IIELLI, Q.A.L. VIII, 1976, pp. 99-
107 (for the period to c. 300 BC) and M. G. FULFORD, 

Libyan Studies 20, 1989, pp. 169-191 (for the later Hel-
lenistic period and beyond). For the Hellenistic period 
(and earlier) see also A. LARONDE, Cyr. Hell. I. M. 
REYNOLDS (note 3 below) has discussed negotiatores in 
Cyrenaica in several articles. 

2 C. H. COSTER in P. R. Coleman-Norton (ad), Studies in 
Roman Economic and Social History in Honor of Allan 
Chester Johnson, Princeton, 1931, pp. 3-26. 

For the Cyrene inscription of 67 BC see I. M. 
REYNOLDS, j.R.S., LII, 1962, pp. 97-103; for the text of the 
first century AD, L. GASPERINI, Q.A.L. VI, 1971, pp. 13-16.

The business interests of Italian settlers in Cyrenaica 
are further discussed by J. M. REYNOLDS in F. Gadallah 
(ed), Libya in History, Benghazi, 1971, pp. 188-9, in 
Berenice 1, p. 228 and in Epigrafia e Ordine Senatorio II, 
1984, pp. 671-683. 

E. VETTER, Handbuch der Italischen Dialekte, Heidel-
berg, 1953, p. 60, no. 34, suggesting a slave. The name is 
almost certainly Cyrenaean, not Macedonian as Vetter 
believed. Cf. P. FRASER and E. MATTHEWS (ads), A Lexicon 
of Greek Personal Names, Oxford, 1987. I am grateful to 
Prof. G. Paci for drawing my attention to the graffito and 
to Dr. I. Penny, Dr. F. Matthews and Dr. J. Reynolds for 
references and advice on epigraphic matters.


