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INTRODUCTION 

Since 1978, an Australian team has been partici-
pating in the project « Häuser in Pompeii - Pom-
peian Houses » which was initiated in 1975 by 
Prof. V. M. Strocka, then director of the German 
Archaeological Institute in Berlin, in conjunction 
with the Soprintendenza Archeologica in Naples 
and Pompeii'. 

The project's objective is to study and record the 
architectural features, wall-paintings, mosaics, stuc-
co-decorations, and other fittings and fixtures of sin-
gle houses excavated long ago, but not previously 
published. While the importance of the task may be 
gauged from the fact that, of over 500 houses unco-
vered since 1748, no more than half a dozen have 
been published to date (and not all of these publica-
tions could be said to be comprehensive), its urgen-
cy has been underlined most dramatically by the 
severe earthquake of 23 November, 1980. 

Thanks to the support received from the Austra-
lian Research Grants Scheme and from a number of 
private donors the Australian team has been able to 
conduct a month-long campaign in Pompeii every 
year since 1978. 
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THE HOUSE OF THE PAINTED CAPITALS 

The first house with which we were entrusted by 
the Archaeological Superintendent was the so-called 

Casa dei Capitelli Colorati, also known as the 
« House of Ariadne » ( VII 4, 31, 51) 2 . With over 
fifty rooms, two peristyles and a floor area of about 
1850 square metres, this is one of Pompeii's largest 
dwellings (see plan fig. 2). Its recording necessitated 
several campaigns. The final publication is now nea-
ring completion and is scheduled to appear as 
fourth volume in the series « Häuser in Pompeii ». 

By and large, we have adhered to the recording 
methods developed by Prof. V. M. Strocka and his 
team since 1975 3 . The architectural survey of the 
house includes a detailed room by room description 
of the construction techniques, a ground-plan and, 
also on á scale of 1:100, several cross sections 
(fig. 1). Drawings of particular features such as ca-
pitals thresholds, stucco-mouldings etc., are produ-
ced at a scale of 1:10 or 1:5. Text and drawings are 
complemented by photographs, both black and whi-
te and in colour, and the same method is applied to 
floor-mosaics and wall-decorations. 

The recording of the wall-paintings starts with 
the production of a photo-montage of each wall at a 
scale of 1:5, based on a series of dimensionally accu-
rate, frontal photographs taken on the site (fig. 3). 
With the use of a light-table a first drawing is traced 
directly from this photo-montage. Subsequently, de-
tails that fail to show up in the photograph are 
traced in situ on plastic sheets and, reduced to the 
scale of 1:5, added to the drawing which is then 
rigorously checked, corrected and complemented on 
the site (fig. 4). For the publication, the drawing is 
reduced to a scale of 1:20 and the colours of the 


