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Introduction*

This article presents the principal aims and 
the preliminary results of the Villa dei Gordiani 
project conducted during summer 2006. The re-
search is jointly run by the University of Durham, 
Department of Archaeology (Anna Leone) and 
the University “La Sapienza” di Roma, Diparti-
mento di Scienze Storiche, Archeologiche e An-
tropologiche dell’Antichità (Domenico Palombi). 

The initial stage of  the project aimed to gath-
er information about one of  the largest – still 
poorly documented – archaeological sites in the 
suburbium of  Rome. The longer-term aim is to 
identify parts of  the site which will be fruitful 
for more detailed future topographical and ar-
chaeological research. The current article is a 
preliminary statement of  results; more detailed 
discussion of  interpretation and identification of  
the complex will be published soon.

Despite the site’s archaeological potential with 
such a long history of  occupation, reuse and 
spoliation, diverse studies and research have 
produced only partial results, offering an incom-
plete, sometimes repetitive and often unpub-
lished documentary record. Only specific monu-
ments and sectors of  the vast complex have been 
studied and published in detail. As a result, the 
only way to acquire an overall understanding 
of  the site was through archive work to recon-

struct the history of  excavations and to gather 
the, mostly unpublished, ancient and modern 
documentary sources. Further important work 
was to identify and re-contextualise the differ-
ent archaeological elements and materials found 
in various periods. At the same time, the need 
to understand the relationship between the dif-
ferent and variously documented sectors of  the 
complex determined the decision to conduct an 
extensive geophysical survey. The aim of  this 
first part of  the research has been to establish 
an understanding of  the layout and chronol-
ogy of  the site, so that future excavation can be 
planned. With this objective in mind, a strati-
graphic analysis of  the extant structures of  the 
Octagonal Hall was conducted as a sample rep-
resentation of  the extended life and phases of  
the complex. The choice of  this monument was 
made because of  its high level of  preservation 
and the clear evidence of  long use. 

This stage of  the project has been principal-
ly funded by the British Academy, with addi-
tional support from the Sapienza Università di 
Roma. The site is under the guardianship of  the 
Sovraintendenza ai Beni Culturali del Comune 
di Roma. It has been possible to carry out the 
project thanks to the support and co-operation 
given by the Sovraintendente Prof. Eugenio La 
Rocca and by the inspector responsible for the 
area, Dr. Alberta Ceccherelli. Gratitude is also 
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