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 Virtually every city and often even the smallest 
villages of Yemen have museums where hundreds of 
antiquities – inscriptions and artefacts – are housed, 
collections that bear witness to the culture that flour
ished in southern Arabia between the end of the 2nd 
millennium BC and the 6th century AD.

This volume presents the epigraphic collections 
of three museums of the Dhamār governorate, a re
gion situated in the highlands of Yemen, south of the 
capital Ṣan¥ā£. 

The edition of each inscription, provided with 
a translation and a philological and historical 
commen tary, is preceded by an introduction con
centrating on the documents of local provenance, 
objects compris ing the largest part of these collec
tions. Through an analysis of new data and a review 
of past studies, the author examines the populations 
that inhabited this re gion, their social organization, 
the gods and religious practices, and their language 
through a diachronic perspective that also includes 
comparative considera tions within the Ancient 
South Arabian civilization.

For the first time, a culture of the southern high
lands of Yemen is disclosed in all its complexity and 
importance, revealing a history that is much more 
an cient and longlasting than previously imagined.

AlessiA PriolettA graduated from the University 
of Pisa and obtained her research Ph.D. in Philo
logical and Historic Sciences of the Near East from 
the University of Florence. From 2007 to 2010, 
she worked in many museums of Yemen where 
she coor dinated epigraphic cataloguing and taught 
courses on South Arabian epigraphy as well as the 
digitization of South Arabian inscriptions. 

Since 2012, she has held a research position at 
the University of Pisa within the ERC project DASI 
(Digital Archive for the Study of preIslamic Ara
bian Inscriptions) and has taught a course entitled 
“Arts of Ancient Yemen”. 
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There are various reasons why I am particularly pleased to see the publica-
tion of this book by Alessia Prioletta in the series Arabia Antica. It represents 
WKH�¿UVW�YROXPH�E\�RQH�RI�P\�IRUPHU�VWXGHQWV��ZKR�DWWHQGHG�P\�OHFWXUHV�
at the University of Pisa and chose me as her thesis advisor when she was 
studying for her doctoral degree at the University of Florence. Subsequently, 
she has been a close collaborator and the moving force behind many of the 
projects undertaken by our group in recent years.

)XUWKHUPRUH��,�PD\�VD\�WKDW�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�'KDPƗU��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�IRFXV�RI�KHU�
research, has occupied a very important place in my work and my life. It 
ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�DUHD�RI�<HPHQ�WKDW�,�KDG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�YLVLW��DW�WKH�EHJLQ-
QLQJ�RI�WKH�����V��,�FDUULHG�RXW�DQ�HSLJUDSKLFDO�VXUYH\�DW�'KDPƗU�IRU�VHYHUDO�
years as part of a very small group consisting of three young women – my-
self, Stefania Mazzoni and Lidia Bettini. The mission was directed by my 
professor Pelio Fronzaroli of the University of Florence. Daniela Amaldi 
collaborated on two of these expeditions.  

It became immediately clear that the zone was of interest, and in particular 
concealed a wealth of undiscovered epigraphic material, whose historical 
context however long continued to elude us. From the beginning the docu-
PHQWDWLRQ��WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�WULEHV�IURP�WKH�'KDPƗU�UHJLRQ��WKHLU�UHODWLRQ-
ship with the great civilization of Saba£ were all problems that we investi-
JDWHG�ZLWKRXW�VXFFHHGLQJ�LQ�¿QGLQJ�FOHDU�DQVZHUV��7KH�UHJLRQ�VHHPHG�WR�
be almost completely devoid of archaic documentation and marginal to the 
early phase of the history of ancient South Arabia. 

Editor’s Preface
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Among the projects that I have directed in recent years, the cataloguing of 
the vast corpus of inscriptions conserved in the museums of Yemen as part 
of the CASIS project has without doubt yielding some of the most interest-
LQJ�DQG�LQ�VRPH�ZD\V�XQH[SHFWHG�UHVXOWV��7KH�WZR�PXVHXPV�LQ�'KDPƗU�DQG�
WKH�PXVHXP�LQ�%D\QǌQ�KDYH�SURYLGHG�XV�ZLWK�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�KLVWRULFDO�
documentation that has led to a new and better understanding of the history 
of the region. 

To the epigraphic sources stored in museums we soon added other inscrip-
tions more recently brought to light in the region through the dedicated and 
H[WUHPHO\�FRPSHWHQW�HIIRUWV�RI�.KDOGǌQ�1X¥PƗQ��PDWHULDO� WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�
studied and published by him in his doctoral thesis in the University of Pisa.

)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKHUHIRUH�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHWUDFH��RYHU�WKH�HQWLUH��ORQJ�
course of the history of ancient South Arabia, the political and cultural 
contribution of the populations dwelling on the high plateau of southern 
Yemen. This will prove crucial to our understanding of the complex civili-
zations of the region (in particular the relationship between the kingdoms 
of Saba£�DQG�4DWDEƗQ���D�UHJLRQ�ZKLFK�LQ�JHRJUDSKLF�WHUPV�IRUPHG�D�EULGJH�
between the desert and the ocean, between the caravan routes and the 
maritime trade. 

The book by Alessia Prioletta provides a comprehensive overview of the 
region and concrete evidence of the progress that has been made in our 
knowledge of its history and languages.

Alessandra Avanzini
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,�ZLVK�WR�WKDQN�¿UVW�RI�DOO�3URI��$OHVVDQGUD�$YDQ]LQL��ZKR�JDYH�PH�WKH�RS-
portunity to work in Yemen and study this splendid material. I also thank 
KHU�IRU�WKH�DGYLFH��HQFRXUDJHPHQW�DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH�VKH�JDYH�PH�GXULQJ�WKH�
long preparation of this volume. I am very grateful to Prof. Christian Robin, 
who offered to read and comment on these pages, giving me numerous and 
FKDOOHQJLQJ�LQVLJKWV��,�DP�LQGHEWHG�WR�.KDOGǌQ�1X¥PƗQ��D�JHQHURXV�IULHQG�
and colleague who shared with me his epigraphic material and his great 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�'KDPƗU�

I thank the Yemeni authorities for their cooperation during the catalogu-
LQJ�ZRUN��WKH�*2$0��WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�'KDPƗU��3URI��<ǌVXI�¥$EGDOOƗK��
¥$PƯGD�6KX¥OƗQ��$তPDG�DO�¥8]D\]Ư��¥$OL�DO�6DEDQƗQƯ�DQG�0XতDPPDG�DO�
Shari¥; my friends and colleagues in Pisa for their daily support, Jérémie 
Schiettecatte for providing me with his maps, and Megan Donovan for the 
English revisions. 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to Alessandra Lombardi, 
the copy-editor for this book, for her competent work, suggestions and 
patience.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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lAnguAges

Ar. Arabic
ASA Ancient South Arabian
Can. Canaanite 
+$'� ণDঌUDPLWLF
MIN Minaic
QAT Qatabanic
SAB Sabaic
SEM Semitic

linguistic terms

01 
base stem of the verb

02 
unaugmented derived stem 

 of the verb
H causative stem of the verb
neg. negative particle
T1 

t-derived stem of the verb   
�UHÀH[LYH�RI�WKH��1 

stem)
T2 

t-derived stem of the verb   
�UHÀH[LYH�RI�WKH��2 

stem) 

ProPer nAmes

ণLP� HUD�RI�ণLP\DU
e epithet
f feminine name
g god
l lineage

m masculine name
n nisbe
p patronymic
sb sacred building
tp toponym
tr tribe

symbols

( ) uncertain reading
[ ] restored lacuna
[.], [... ...] unrestored lacuna
< >  added omitted text
{ } deletion
* * emendation
(( )) variant
í� EURNHQ�ZRUG
- clitic
| word separator
ĺ� WXUQ�VLGH� �

meAsures

d diameter
h height
lh letter height
th thickness
w width
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Project CASIS
This volume examines the epigraphic collections preserved in the three mu-
VHXPV�RI�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH�RI�'KDPƗU��WKH�0XVHXP�RI�%D\QǌQ��%\Q0���WKH�
5HJLRQDO�0XVHXP�RI�'KDPƗU��'K0���DQG�WKH�0XVHXP�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
'KDPƗU��7K80���

The corpus includes 235 inscriptions: the most numerous collection is 
that of the Regional Museum (116 inscriptions), followed by the Museum 
RI�%D\QǌQ������DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�0XVHXP������1
7KH�0XVHXPV�RI�'KDPƗU�ZHUH�LQYHQWRULHG�ZLWKLQ�D�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURMHFW�

between Italy and Yemen called CASIS (Cataloguing and Fruition of South 
Arabian Inscriptions through an IT Support).2

&RPSULVHG�RI�,WDOLDQ�DQG�<HPHQL�UHVHDUFKHUV��WKH�¿UVW�FDWDORJXLQJ�FDP-
paign was held in November 2007, when the entire collection of each mu-

FOREWORD

 1 Some very small fragments of a few signs have not been included in this catalogue 
but are consultable on the DASI website (http://dasi.humnet.unipi.it/).
 2 CASIS was part of the projects approved by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
�0$(��ZLWKLQ�WKH�([HFXWLYH�3URJUDPPH�RI�6FLHQWL¿F�DQG�7HFKQRORJLFDO�&RRSHUDWLRQ�
between Italy and Yemen during 2006-2009 and was funded by the Italian Ministry for 
University and Research (MIUR) from 2007 to 2010. The project was based on a coope-
ration agreement signed by the University of Pisa, the Ministry for University and Re-
search of Yemen and the General Organization for Antiquities and Museums of Yemen 
�*2$0���7KH�VFLHQWL¿F�FRRUGLQDWRUV�RI�WKH�SURMHFWV�ZHUH�$OHVVDQGUD�$YDQ]LQL��<ǌVXI�
¥$EGDOOƗK and ¥$PƯGD�6KX¥OƗQ��([WHQVLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�UHVXOWV�RI�
CASIS may be found on the Arabia Antica website under the subheading “Epigraphy/
Past projects/CASIS” (http://arabiantica.humnet.unipi.it/). 
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seum was photographed and catalogued.3 In 2008, the inscriptions were 
published in the “Corpus of South Arabian Inscriptions from the Yemeni 
Museums” section of the CSAI database.4 In July 2009, the CASIS team 
UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�PXVHXPV�RI�'KDPƗU�WR�FDWDORJXH�WKH�QHZO\�DFTXLUHG�LQVFULS-
tions and re-photograph some of the old ones.5 
7KH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�EURQ]H�REMHFWV�LQ�WKH�0XVHXP�RI�%D\QǌQ�±�D�FROOHFWLRQ�

that includes two inscribed objects republished in this catalogue as well as 
number of anepigraphic artefacts – was brought to Pisa in 2008 and restored 
by Gianluca Buonomini of the Department of Historical Sciences of the 
Ancient World of the University of Pisa. The collection was later shown in 
an exhibition held in Pisa (May-June 2009) and at the National Museum of 
ৡDQ¥Ɨ£ (July-August 2009).6

Organization and edition criteria of the texts
The three museum collections are presented separately and all objects are 
labelled according to a progressive numbering system. Within each museum 
collection, a subdivision according to textual typology was adopted, and the 
main categories designating these inscriptions are “Construction inscrip-
tions” and “Dedicatory inscriptions”. The Regional Museum has a single 
LQVFULSWLRQ�WKDW��IRU�LWV�SDUWLFXODU�W\SH��LV�FODVVL¿HG�DV�D�³&RPPHPRUDWLYH�
inscription”. Many fragmentary inscriptions, often problematical to classify, 
were ultimately designated as “Minor fragments of uncertain typology”. 
Inscriptions that contain only names, including funerary stelae with the 
name of the object and author, are categorized as “Onomastics” in each 
museum collection. In this category, items are presented according to the 

 3 The 2007 team was comprised of Alessia Prioletta (University of Pisa), Ekaterina 
Gushchina (University of Pisa), MuতDPPDG�DO�ণƗj (University of ৡDQ¥Ɨ£), ¥$EGDOOƗK 
MakyƗsh (University of Aden), Khaldǌn Nu¥mƗn (University of DhamƗr), ৡDOƗত�DO�
ণXVD\QƯ (GOAM) and ¥AbdulতDNƯP QƗyd (GOAM). The inscriptions were photo-
graphed by ৡDOƗত�DO�ণXVD\QƯ. 
 4 CSAI (Corpus of South Arabian Inscriptions; http://csai.humnet.unipi.it/). From Sep-
tember 2013, CSAI has been incorporated into the new database DASI (Digital Archive 
for the Study of pre-Islamic Arabian Inscriptions), a website that will include the whole 
epigraphic corpus from the pre-Islamic Arabian peninsula (http://dasi.humnet.unipi.it/).
 5 ,Q�������$OHVVLD�3ULROHWWD��*LDQOXFD�%XRQRPLQL�DQG�.KDOGǌQ�1X¥PƗQ�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�
museums; during that campaign, the pieces were photographed by Gianluca Buonomini.
 6 A catalogue of the bronze collection has also been published (Avanzini 2009 a). 
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type of artefact and in a sequence that generally includes stones, slabs, 
incense burners, stelae, etc. Some special groups of artefacts, such as the 
5HJLRQDO�0XVHXP�RI�'KDPƗU¶V�³,QVFULEHG�EURQ]H�REMHFWV´�DQG�³,QVFULEHG�
SRWWHU\�YHVVHOV�DQG�¿JXULQHV�´�DUH�FROOHFWHG�WRJHWKHU�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKHLU�
textual typology. 

The editing criteria by which the inscriptions are presented generally fol-
low those adopted in the CSAI edition and later revised for the edition on 
the new DASI website. Each inscription’s subsidiary information is included 
in a caption listing its bibliographical and concordance reference (if any), 
language, provenance, and object measures. 

With regard to language, the dedicatory inscriptions in non-Sabaic lan-
JXDJH�WKDW�DUH�FRQVHUYHG�LQ�ERWK�WKH�0XVHXP�RI�%D\QǌQ�DQG�WKH�5HJLRQDO�
0XVHXP�RI�'KDPƗU�ZHUH�JDWKHUHG� LQ�VSHFL¿F�VXE�FKDSWHUV��0RVW�RI� WKH�
LQVFULSWLRQV�LQ�WKH�PXVHXPV�RI�'KDPƗU�FRPH�IURP�HLWKHU�ণLP\DULWH�RU�6D-
baean sites, and are therefore written in Sabaic. In this case, the inscriptions 
were divided according to the Sabaic linguistic chronology, which includes 
the following subdivisions: early Sabaic, middle Sabaic and late Sabaic. As 
for the middle Sabaic, an additional subdivision was adopted, whenever pos-
sible, on the basis of internal textual data or of the provenance of the item: 
southern middle Sabaic (for inscriptions that originate from the southern 
Yemen plateau); central middle Sabaic (inscriptions from central areas of 
Saba£, from the northern plateau and from some sites of the Jawf); and mid-
dle Sabaic (when no sub-categorisation was possible). 

The use of palaeography was mainly limited to a general description of 
the graphic style and rarely used as a dating tool, following, depending on 
the chronological period and the type of documentation, the lines employed 
in the groundbreaking studies by J. Pirenne,7 and, especially for Qatabanic 
documentation, those by A. Avanzini.8

In most cases, proper names have remained unvocalized in translation, 
with the exception of names well known in the Arabic tradition (particularly 
IRU�WKH�ণLP\DULWH�NLQJV��RU�QDPHV�ZKRVH�YRFDOL]DWLRQ�KDV�EHFRPH�FRPPRQ�
among scholars, such as those of the important tribes and cities.

The edition of the epigraphic collections of the three museums is preceded 
by a general presentation of the material. Since most of the inscriptions 

 7 Pirenne 1956.
 8 Avanzini 2004.
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preserved in these museums are sourced locally, and, in consideration of the 
huge amount of new historical, linguistic, and cultural information provided 
by these texts, a more in-depth study has been devoted to the inscriptions 
IURP�'KDPƗU�VR�DV�WR�GUDZ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�DQG�QRYHOW\�RI�WKLV�
documentation. Together with the discoveries made in recent years through-
out the region, the inscriptions preserved in these museums highlight an 
area that in antiquity was extraordinarily vital and varied, often playing a 
crucial role in the destinies of the different South Arabian kingdoms and 
ZKRVH�FDUHIXO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�FDQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�HQKDQFH�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
pre-Islamic South Arabia. 

Map of Ancient South Arabia.
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INTRODUCTION

,��,16&5,37,216�)520�7+(�5(*,21�2)�'+$0Ɩ5

Previous studies And Field reseArch 

7KH�'KDPƗU�JRYHUQRUDWH�1 which takes its name from its capital and largest 
city, lies in the middle of the Yemen plateau, between the governorates of 
ৡDQ¥Ɨ£, to the north, and Ibb, to the south. Extending towards the northern 
DQG�VRXWKHUQ�ERXQGDULHV�RI�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH��WKH�JUHDW�SODLQ�RI�4Ɨ¥�-DKUƗQ�RF-
cupied the central part of the region. Topographically, the governorate boasts 
QXPHURXV�YROFDQLF�PRXQWDLQV�VXFK�DV�WKH�-DEDO�DO�/DVƯ�DQG�-DEDO�,VEƯO��DV�
ZHOO�DV�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�RI�ঋǌUƗQ��¥8WPD��DQG�ǋৢƗE��

As a result of the number of ancient pre-Islamic sites discovered, the areas 
PRVW�KLVWRULFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�RXU�UHVHDUFK�DUH�WKH�GLVWULFW�
RI�-DKUƗQ��ঋƗI��0D¥bar) occupying the north-central part of the governorate, 
WKH�ODUJHVW�GLVWULFW�RI�DO�ণDGƗ£��<DNƗU��%ǌVƗQ��%D\QǌQ��DO�¥$TP��ণDPPDW�
DO�4Ɨ¥��.DZPƗQ��0DGƯQDW�DO�$KMXU��WR�WKH�HDVW��DQG�ঋǌUƗQ�$QLV��ঋǌUƗQ��
¥ƖWKD\Q��0DGKƗE��WR�WKH�ZHVW��,Q�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�VHFWRU��WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
DUHDV�DUH�WKH�'KDPƗU�GLVWULFW��ZLWK�'KDPƗU��+LUUƗQ��5DNKDPD���¥Ans, an 
DUHD�HYHQ�IXUWKHU�VRXWK��0DৢQD¥DW�0DUL\D��$IT���DQG�¿QDOO\��LQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�
province is Mayfa¥at ¥$QV��DO�$TPƗU��.KDULEDW�DO�$KMXU��+DNLU��ণDPPDW�
'KL\ƗE��6DQDEƗQ��ণDPPDW�Dঌ�ঋDE¥, Jarf an-Nu¥ƯPƯ\D���

 1� +HQFHIRUWK�PRVWO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�³UHJLRQ�RI�'KDPƗU´�
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7KH�WHUULWRU\�RI�'KDPƗU�ZDV�GHQVHO\�LQKDELWHG�VLQFH�WKH�KLJKHVW�DQWLTXLW\��
%HWZHHQ������DQG�������WKH�'KDPƗU�6XUYH\�3URMHFW��D�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW�FRQ-
ducted by the University of Chicago’s Oriental Institute reviewed about 400 
sites dating from the Neolithic to the Islamic period. Of these sites, there were 
approximately 50 dating from the Bronze Age – one of the best examples be-
LQJ�WKDW�RI�ণDPPDW�DO�4Ɨ¥2�±�WKDW�KDYH�KHOSHG�WR�¿OO�WKH�³YLUWXDO�GHPRJUDSKLF�
vacuum” that seemed to have preceded the birth of the Ancient South Arabian 
civilization.3 Additionally, these studies have shown that large sedentary sites 
ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�KLOOWRSV�FRQWLQXRXVO\�RFFXSLHG�WKH�KLJKODQGV�DURXQG�'KDPƗU�
from the 3rd millennium until the end of the 1st millennium BC. 

However, a number of changes are evident in the settlements dating from 
the 1st c. BC. Firstly, many of these sites moved away towards lower slopes 
LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�FORVHU�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�ODUJH��FXOWLYDWHG�¿HOGV�WKDW�ZHUH�D�UHVXOW�
of a highly effective network of dams. Secondly, from an architectural point 
of view, it was during this period that the typical architecture of the “tower 
houses” began to emerge. And, lastly, from the 1st c. BC the buildings more 
frequently became embellished with decorations carved in not only the lo-
cal style, but also styles that were clearly inspired by external cultures, the 
Greco-Roman world in particular. From a historical standpoint, it is particu-
larly important to note that T. J. Wilkinson considered these innovations in 
UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�ULVH�RI�ণLP\DU�DQG�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ণLP\DULWH�FRQIHGHUD-
tion. These changes can be linked to other important cultural innovations 
that, as will be seen, involved the populations of the region during that his-
torical period.

The monumental Ancient South Arabian ruins of the region also stirred 
the imagination of the 10th�F��YHUVDWLOH�$UDELF�VFKRODU�DO�+DPGƗQƯ��ZKR�VDZ�
them as the product of an advanced civilization and culture. Among the 
VLWHV�RI�WKH�'KDPƗU�UHJLRQ��DO�+DPGƗQƯ�FRQVLGHUV�%D\QǌQ�WR�EH�DPRQJ�WKH�
wonders of the ancient Yemen, noting that it is “a great settlement, full of 
ZRQGHUV´��$O�+DPGƗQƯ�JRHV�RQ�WR�PHQWLRQ�RWKHU�SODFHV�OLNH�$IƯT��+DNLU��
$ঌUX¥D��0DGƯQDW�DO�$KMXU��¥Utma.4 
$W�WKH�HQG�RI�������WKH�¿UVW�HSLJUDSKLF�GRFXPHQWV�IURP�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�

'KDPƗU�EHFRPH�NQRZQ�DQG�ZHUH�FROOHFWHG�E\�(��*ODVHU��WKH�ODVW�RI�WKH�JUHDW�

 2 On this site, and for an exhaustive bibliography of studies devoted to the Bronze Age 
in this region, see Schiettecatte 2011: 248-250.
 3 Cf. Wilkinson 2005: 5-14.
 4 Cf. Faris 1938: 40, 55-56.
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pioneers of South Arabian epigraphy. During the last of his four expedi-
tions in Yemen (1892-1894), the Austrian explored the road that leads from 
ৡDQ¥Ɨ£ to Aden, and then visited the area of Ma¥EDU�DQG�'KDPƗU�5 The in-
scriptions found in the area were published in the collections of CIH and 
RES, publications promoted by the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles 
Lettres in Paris.6 However, it was not until the sixth and seventh volume of 
the Sammlung Eduard Glaser were published that more information about 
WKH�LPSRUWDQW�LQVFULSWLRQV�FRSLHG�E\�*ODVHU�LQ�%ǌVƗQ��0DGƯQDW�DO�$KMXU��
DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�%D\QǌQ�EHFDPH�DYDLODEOH�7

Following the excursions of German explorers such as C. Rathjen during 
the 1930s,8 the region was once again visited when the explorations and epi-
JUDSKLF�PLVVLRQV�VWDUWHG�XS�DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�����V��ZKHQ�3��$��*UMD]QHYLþ�YLVLWHG�
QXPHURXV�VLWHV�LQ�WKH�'KDPƗU�UHJLRQ�GXULQJ�KLV�WULS�RI���������9
'XULQJ�0��DO�,U\ƗQƯ�DQG�$��3DUULQHOOR¶V�YLVLW�WR�WKH�VLWH�RI�0DৢQD¥at Mari-

ya, the famous 4th c. AD inscription was discovered engraved on a rock along 
the road that leads to the top of the mountain, where the site is located.10 
2Q�WKDW�RFFDVLRQ��WKH�LQVFULSWLRQV�UHXVHG�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�YLOODJH�RI�0ƗUL\D��
located below the site, were also photographed.11

 5 Weber 1909: 5-32; Werdrecker 1939: 20f.
 6 Glaser copied some of the following inscriptions, which were seen few years before 
E\�6LHJIULHG�/DQJHU�LQ�KLV�WULS�RI�������&,+�����0DGKƗE���&,+��������ঋƗI���&,+����
�<DNƗU���&,+�����DO�:DV৬Ɨ��DQG�&,+�����0D¥EDU���2WKHU�LQVFULSWLRQV�IURP�'KDPƗU�DUH�
Gl 807=Gl 1044=CIH 569 (copied by Glaser), CIH 662 (seen by G. Beneyton), as well 
as Gl 801=RES 3639 and Gl 804=RES 3640. See also the two inscriptions from this site 
published in Mordtmann and Mittwoch 1931: 174 (no. 149) and 175-181 (CIH 448).
 7 *O������������DO�$KMXU���*O������������UHJLVWHUHG�DV�FRPLQJ�IURP�%ǌVƗQ��EXW�IRXQG�
DW�1ǌQD�E\�.K��1X¥PƗQ��.K�1ǌQD��$���*O������������%D\QǌQ���,Q������$��)��/��%HHVWRQ�
SXEOLVKHG�DQRWKHU�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQVFULSWLRQ�IURP�%D\QǌQ�WKDW�LV�FRQVHUYHG�DW�WKH�$UFKDHR-
logical Museum of Istanbul (Ist 7630=Gl 1544). 
 8� &I��5DWKMHQV�������VSHFL¿FDOO\�SS����������
 9 *U������� �'KDPƗU���*U������� �+DNLU���*U������� �ণDPPDW�'KL\ƗE��� VHH� -XåQDMD�
Aravija 1978.
 10� $O�,U\ƗQƯ�DQG�*DUELQL����������������7KH�LQVFULSWLRQ�ZDV�WKHQ�UHVWXGLHG��ZLWK�WKH�LQL-
WLDOV�'-(�����E\�0�OOHU������������������7KH�VLWH�RI�0DৢQD¥DW�0ƗUL\D�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�REMHFW�
of multiple survey campaigns conducted by K. Lewis and L. Khalidi, who highlighted the 
FRQWLQXLW\�RI�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VLWH��IURP�WKH�1HROLWKLF�WR�WKH�ণLP\DULWH�SHULRGV��/HZLV�
DQG�.KDOLGL�����������������7KH�LQVFULSWLRQV�IURP�0DৢQD¥DW�0ƗUL\D�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�WULEH�
of Muhaqra£um have been collected and studied by Ch. Robin (2006: 104-107). 
 11 Moretti 1-7 (Moretti 1971: 119-122). 
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Meanwhile, G. Garbini visited the site of Hakir, where the city walls 
were found partially preserved. And reused as a lintel in a private house, 
the inscription CIH 448, which Glaser had described and that was also 
seen by the German H. Burchardt in one of his travels to Yemen in the 
HDUO\�����V��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�¿YH�RWKHU�LQVFULSWLRQV��*DUELQL¶V�YLVLW�WR�+DNLU�
also led to the discovery of a fragment that constituted the right segment 
of CIH 448.12

The German Mission to Yemen that included W. Radt, W. Diem, and W. 
Müller organized a campaign in October 1970 and visited numerous sites of 
WKH�<HPHQL�SODWHDX��VXFK�DV�0DৢQD¥DW�0ƗUL\D�DQG�%D\QǌQ��7KH\�GHVFULEHG�
WKH�DQFLHQW�WRZQ�RI�%D\QǌQ�DV�SHUFKHG�RQ�D�URFN\�RXWFURS��ZLWK�WZR�URFN�
tunnels and an impressive irrigation system that is still visible in the valley 
EHORZ�RI�1XPƗUD��D�VLWH�WKDW�UHWDLQV�WKH�VDPH�QDPH�RI�WKH�DQFLHQW�YDOOH\�
mentioned in the tunnel inscriptions.13

,PSUHVVHG�E\�WKH�UXLQV�RI�%D\QǌQ¶V�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�ZDWHU�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�
irrigation system, J. Pirenne visited the site in 1978 and found some rather 
interesting inscriptions and fragments of artefacts.14 

 12 Hakir 1-6 (Garbini 1971 a: 303-311). Some of these epigraphs had already been dis-
FRYHUHG�E\�*UMD]QHYLþ��*U���� +DNLU�����*U���� +DNLU�����,Q�������RQ�KLV�ZD\�EDFN�IURP�
the visit to the site of al-Mi¥VƗO��LQ�WKH�KLOOV�RI�ণDPPDW�Dঌ�ঋDE¥��QHDU�6DQDEƗQ��$��-DPPH�
discovered a rock inscription commissioned by an individual who referred to himself as 
DQ�³LQKDELWDQW�RI�WKH�WRZQ�RI�+DNLU´��-D����� 1ƗML����Ãwr hgrn Hkrm; see Jamme 1988: 
69f). The inscription has been restudied by Nu¥PƗQ��ZKR�JDYH�LW�D�QHZ�WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�
KLVWRULFDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��.K�ণDPPDW�Dঌ�ঋDE¥ 19).
 13� 5DGW����������������VSHFL¿FDOO\����������2I�QRWH�DUH�WKH�PDSV�RI�0DৢQD¥DW�0ƗUL\D�
DQG�%D\QǌQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�QXPHURXV�SKRWRV�RI�WKH�WZR�VLWHV��)RU�KLV�SDUW��:��0�OOHU�LV�VR�
LPSUHVVHG�E\�WKH�PDJQL¿FHQW�UXLQV�RI�%D\QǌQ�KH�UHFLWHG�DQ�ROG�VD\LQJ�IRU�WKHP��VWDWLQJ�
³RQFH�\RX�VHH�%D\QǌQ��\RX�ZLOO�IRUJHW�$]KƗO��L�H��ৡDQ¥Ɨ£��DQG�DIƗU��DQG��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�
VSOHQGRXU�RI�LWV�PDJQL¿FHQFH��WKH�QLJKW�ZLOO�DSSHDU�\RX�DV�EULJKW�DV�WKH�GD\´��:��0�OOHU�
1973: 150-161, in particular p. 159). In this study, the splendid æÃr-stela with bucranium 
<0���� '-(�$I2���LV�DOVR�UHSURGXFHG��¿J�������
 14� 3LU�%D\QǌQ������3LUHQQH����������������7KH�LQVFULSWLRQ�3LU�%D\QǌQ����D�ERXVWURSKHGLF�
IUDJPHQW�SXEOLVKHG�DV�FRPLQJ�IURP�%D\QǌQ��ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�YLOODJH�RI�0ƗUL\D�
by Nu¥PƗQ��+LV�QHZ�UHDGLQJ�WHVWL¿HV�WKDW��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�JRG�¥Athtar dhu-ám¥n, the 
text contains the invocation to the god ¥Athtar dhu-ëmm��7KH�WZR�PDLQ�GHLWLHV�RI�0DৢQD¥at 
0ƗUL\D�DUH�WKHQ�DWWHVWHG�VLQFH�WKH�HDUOLHVW�SHULRG��UHÀHFWLQJ�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�FRQWLQXLW\�RI�
WKLV�FXOW��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VLWH��3LU�%D\QǌQ���LV�GDWHG�WR�����RI�WKH�HUD�RI�
ণLP\DU�DQG�PHQWLRQV�WKH�DQFLHQW�QDPH�RI�WKH�VLWH��Bynn. In this study, Pirenne once again 
UHSURGXFHV�WKH�VNHWFK�RI�WKH�SODQ�RI�%D\QǌQ�PDGH�E\�5DGW��
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7KH� VLWH� RI� 0DGƯQDW� DO�$KMXU�� ORFDWHG� ZKHUH� ZƗGƯ� 1DE¥Ɨ� DQG� ZƗGƯ�
ণD\NƗQ�FRQYHUJH��KHOG�DQ� LPSRUWDQW�UROH� LQ�DQFLHQW� WLPHV�DV�D�QRGH�RI�
communication between the southern and the north-eastern regions of 
'KDPƗU�DQG�0D£rib, respectively. In 1980-1981, the site was the subject 
of an archaeological investigation undertaken by the Italian Archaeologi-
cal Mission in Yemen and led by A. de Maigret.15 Research focused on a 
study of the local pottery and brought to light some notable objects and 
inscriptions, the most interesting of which is a fragment of stela decorated 
with an ibex and bearing a boustrophedic inscription, an object certainly 
belonging to the early period.16 

The Italian mission work continued further south, into the area that lies 
WR�WKH�HDVW�RI�'KDPƗU�DQG�XS�WR�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�RI�-DEDO�DO�/DVƯ��7KH�VXUYH\V�
OHG�WR�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�QXPHURXV�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�ণLP\DULWH�VLWHV�DURXQG�WKH�
village of Waraqa, the most impressive of which being Kharibat al-Ahjur, a 
location where the city gate, buildings, paved streets, and nearby necropolis 
have been recognized. S. Antonini dug two hypogean tombs that were par-
ticularly notable with respect to the quality of the grave goods discovered. 
The items found were comprised of not only local material, but also import-
ed objects17 that, according to Antonini, reveal the existence of an elite class 
of individuals – most likely warriors – within the rural population of Khari-
bat al-Ahjur.18 On the basis of not only the pottery found inside the tombs, 
EXW�DOVR�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�KRDUG�RI�FRLQV�WKDW�EHORQJHG�WR�WKH�ণLP\DULWH�NLQJ�
¥$PGƗQ�%D\ƗQ�<XKDTELঌ¶V�VHULHV�19 the tombs are dated to the 1st – 2nd c. AD. 

At the same time, another Italian mission, coordinated by the University 
of Florence, focused on archaeological-epigraphic and dialectological-eth-
QRORJLFDO�UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�DUHD�WKDW�H[WHQGV�IURP�WKH�-DEDO�.DQLQ�WR�-DEDO�,VEƯO��
WKXV�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�UHJLRQ�RI�DO�ণDGƗ£, including its northern and 

 15 Y.81.C.0/1, Y.81.C.0/2 (De Maigret 1981: 198-201). Compare, also, in this study, the 
PDS�RI�WKH�HDVWHUQ�VHFWRU�RI�WKH�DUHD�WKDW�JRHV�IURP�ৡDQ¥Ɨ£�WR�'KDPƗU�ZLWK�WKH�FDWFKPHQW�
EDVLQ�RI�WKH�ZƗGƯ�'KDQD��&I��DOVR�GH�0DLJUHW����������������2Q�0DGƯQDW�DO�$KMXU��VHH�
recently Schiettecatte 2011: 251-253. 
 16� $QWRQLQL���������������7KH�IUDJPHQW�LV�UHSURGXFHG�LQ�¿J����
 17 Antonini 1992: 3-12.
 18 Antonini 2005: 53-90. During the surveys, numerous rock inscriptions have also been 
GLVFRYHUHG��VHH�SO�����E�ZLWK�WKH�SKRWR�RI�DQ�LQVFULSWLRQ�IURP�DO�ণƗMLE��QHDU�:DUDTD���$�
short inscription can be seen reused in the castle of Waraqa (pl. 51).
 19 Cf. Davidde 1992: 41-54.




