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James Thorn recording Tomb N. 57 in 1992.



PREFACE 

This book represents and records the unique experiences of the students Cassels and 
Tomlinson, who each went to study the tombs at Cyrene in the 1950s, soon to be followed by 

the archaeologist Alan Rowe. 

The Italian occupation started in 1911 and lasted until 1942. Stables were built, later used as 
the newly formed Antiquities Department, and an engraved inscription panel set into Tomb 
N. 196, since removed. Some excavation of the tombs was done during that time, such as 
Tomb N. 171, where General Tassoni and his forces found the large pillar stele to Mnesarchos, 
now in the Antiquities Department (Thorn 2005 Fig. 256). When the military bakehouse was 
demolished ca. 1925 the drum-shaped Tomb N.l was partly exposed; the tomb was cleared, 
revealing the temenos wall and the first finds discovered (Thom 2005 Figs.85-86), recorded 
by the Antiquities Department. Tomb N. 173 was cleared, and a marble inscription describing 
a 'veteran' was found outside the entrance, on a large statue base which had previously 
supported a draped half-figure (Thorn 2005 Fig. 224; Santucci forthcoming). The reason for 
the preservation of the necropolis was primarily due to the Bedouin guardianship and secondly 
to the Italians who had an enclave around the ancient site, to protect them from the Bedouin 
tribes and their firearms (Ottoman bullet cases can still be found over the necropolis). 

During the war years when the museum was closed, Marshal Rodolfo Graziani, Governor of 
Libya and Commander-in-Chief of the Italian forces, was based in the Governor's Residence 
at Cyrene. He arranged for a range of tombs cut underneath his villa to be extended, paved 
and fitted with electric light to form his own shelter and headquarters. Cyrene was visited by 
the Afrikakorps, when a collection of photographs portraying the tombs along the Apollonia 
road was taken by an unknown officer (possibly Generalleutnant Fritz Bayerlein) (Figs.5, 
6, 7, 13 and 15). Rudolf Horn produced an article in 'Die Antike' in 1943, illustrated with 
photographs of Cyrene tombs, one of them of the interior of the Tomb of the Veteran. 

Shimon Applebaum, a British officer stationed in Tripoli, had the chance to produce a booklet 
entitled 'Cyrene' which gave the first account of the Gasr Jebr tombs and others such as N.83. 
In 1943 Alan Rowe was given the task to report on the tombs at Cyrene by the BMA which 
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New Shahat encroaching on the Southern Necropolis: a view taken in 2002 near Tomb S.I 



occupied Libya at the time, because of his experiences in Alexandria and his excavation 
of Ptolemaic tombs. Cyrene museum was later reopened by the BMA, and from that time 
excavations were carried out by Richard Goodchild until his departure in 1967, when he 
became a founder member of the Society for Libyan Studies in London. In 1952-1957 Rowe 
returned to undertake excavations of the necropolis, which had lain dormant since the Italian 
period of activity between the two World Wars. Italian excavation was recommenced under 
Prof. Sandro Stucchi in 1957 until his death in 1991. In 1975 he produced 'Architettura 
Cirenaica', the first wide-ranging description of the necropolis, relying extensively on Pacho's 
engravings, definitive articles by Maioletti and Antiquities Department photographs. 

The Naval Monument with the figure of Nike on the Agora, found by Norton in 1911, was 
blown up in the 1990s. However, destruction of the necropoleis had already commenced 
by 1981 with the development of New Shahat. The mosque was then being built and the 
new road to Apollonia and New Shahat was being cut. Soon after 1981 a sewer line was put 
down in Wadi Bel Ghadir by a Greek company, a cheap and convenient way to dispose of 
the increasing waste from New Shahat, which runs down the wadi and sounds like an alpine 
stream, but is black, foamy and stinking, and has seeped through to pollute with meningitis 
the ancient Fountain of Apollo, whose constant supply of pure water was the very reason for 
the founding of Cyrene. The necropolis is in places used as a landfill site for rubbish. Plastic 
bags are everywhere, endangering the environment, as is a litter of cans, glass and plastic 
bottles, cars, parts of cars, discarded tyres, clothing, shoes and kitchen waste. 

The Gazetteer 
This book is arranged thus: in the left-hand column are extracts, with sketches, from Cassels' 
and Tomlinson's notebooks; in the right-hand colunm are extracts from the Thom notebooks, 
illustrated where possible, also references showing where tombs have been mentioned or 
published by other people. A more complete bibliography will be found in Thom (2005) 
The Necropolis of Cyrene: Two Hundred Years of Exploration. Tombs which are definitely 
known to have been destroyed by construction work are marked with a lozenge and this 
version was brought up to date in June 2006. 

This Gazetteer was handed to UNESCO World Heritage Centre on 21St March 2006 to aid in 
the preservation of the Cyrene Necropolis, Jamahiriya (Libya). 

Warning by Richard Tomlinson 20th May 2006 
The destruction of large areas of the ancient necropoleis of Cyrene represents one of the 
most serious archaeological losses of the 20th century and certainly the most serious loss 
to classical archaeology. Moreover, this destruction and tomb robbing is still continuing in 
the 21st century. In this book are presented the recorded notes made over 50 years ago by 
Cassels and Tomlinson, and over the last 15 years by James and Dorothy Thorn, which give 
details not only of the tombs which still survive, but of those which have been irretrievably 
lost. As will be seen, these cemeteries include tombs which were major monuments of Greek 
architecture, some of them on a scale comparable with Greek temples. Some of these still 
survive, somewhat precariously, but others have gone for ever, except for what is recorded 
here.
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John Cassels' coding 

R = rockcut B = built rectangular C = circular S= sarcophagus 

Rockcut 
No OF INTERIOR FAçADE DOORWAY 

ENTRANCES A. w. porch a) columns i entirely a) mutules 1. plain 'Battus' 
1,2,3 &c B. w. chamber rockcut 

off which b) pillars ii rockcut 3) mutules 2. w. consoles 
burial spaces exc.entab. no carving 
open c) attached iii entirely y) no mutules 3. w. guttae 

C. direct into pillars built carving 
burials d) attached ö) no mutules 4. carved 

D. chamber pillars no carving 
w.sarcs e) pilasters 5. plain 
around each end s) other 5* rude 

E. Roman 
interior f) nothing ) nothing 6. other

Circular
A. rifl 
B. flmfl 
C. w. sq. podium 
D. w. roof & sq. pod. 



Built 
No. OF	 No. OF DOOR? 

COMPARTMENTS	 STEPS 

IC &c	 1S&c YorN

SIDES MOULDINGS TIERS 

a) monolithic plain a) 7 
b) courses or 
c) panels w. flfl guttae 
d) courses & panels ) more (2) 
e) plain panels elaborate 
f) slab w. false or 

courses y) plainer (3)
or 



INTRODUCTION - Professor Richard Tomlinson 

I went to Cyrene in February 1956 as a postgraduate student of the British School at Athens 
to compare the tombs there with those I had been studying in Macedonia, Alexandria and 
Cyprus. I had talked about my studies with Burton Brown, who was also a student of the 
School at that time and who had excavated tombs at Cyrene, but had found that the main 

publication was still the mid_191I century work of Smith and Porcher. When I reached Cyrene 
(after a storm—tossed voyage in the SS Ichnusa from Syracuse to Benghazi, including 48 
hours sheltering from a gale in the Grand Harbour of Valetta, which afforded an unexpected 
opportunity to visit the ancient monuments of Malta), I stayed with Richard Goodchild, 
whose help was invaluable. I learned that under the auspices of the School at Rome John 
Cassels had carried out a thorough survey of the cemeteries and the different tomb types, 

which had not yet appeared in print. 

The notes presented in this volume have undergone several stages in their compilation. The 
original version made in the field is in pencil, but is still legible ("Cyrene: Field Notes"). 
These notes began with the north cemetery, whose tombs I numbered in my own sequence. 
Richard Goodchild then let me use copies of Cassels' unpublished plans of the north, west 
and south cemeteries. Following this my field notes use Cassels' numbers for the west and 
south cemeteries, except for tombs which he did not record. For the east cemetery I again had 
to devise a plan of my own and my own numbering sequence. I remember with great pleasure 
and nostalgia the three weeks I spent wandering over an intact ancient landscape, and the 
generosity of Richard Goodchild, which included (in addition to bottles of good Libyan red 
wine) field trips to Apollonia and Tolmeta. 

Having returned to Athens (a journey partly delayed by a Greek shipping strike in protest at 
the deportation by the British of Archbishop Makarios to the Seychelles) I made a fair copy 
of my notes in another book ("Cyrene: the tombs") which much later I made available to 
James Thorn for his studies, and which is the version presented here. In this I renumbered 
and re-ordered the north cemetery tombs in accordance with Cassels' plan, but also noting 
my own numbering (preceded by the letter R); some tombs which could not be matched with 
Cassels' numbers still have their R numbers, and these are retained at the end of the north 
cemetery list in the present publication. I kept my own numbers (S 1000 onwards) in the south 
cemetery where a tomb did not have a Cassels number, and E2000 onwards for the entire east 

cemetery for which I did not yet have the Cassels plan. 

Later, after it was published, John Cassels kindly sent me an off-print of his BSR article 
on the Cemeteries of Cyrene. With this I corrected the numeration of the north, west and 
south cemeteries where I could now compare my descriptions with his, but retained my own 
numeration for the east cemetery while adding a concordance of my own and the Cassels 
numbers as an appendix. The Cassels numbers are used in the present publication - where my 
number is retained it is placed by the nearest recognisable Cassels tomb. This completed the 
revision of the notes, and this is the basis of what is printed here; this printed version should 
make it straightforward for anyone who needs to compare it with the fair copy manuscript, but 
the Field Notes can only be deciphered using the actual fair copy, not the printed version.



In making the fair copy I devised my own classification system (classes A to N); the account 
of this is included with the present text, and the classification letter for each tomb is given 
with its entry from my notes. The fair copy also includes my discussion of these classes, and 
the identification of the tombs in my class G led to my published article in BSA 52 (1967) 
"False-Façade Tombs at Cyrene". 

All my documentation, photographs and negatives will be deposited in the Archives of the 
British School at Athens, which at present hold a scanned CD of all the photographs. 

For the present publication I have been through the notes, eliminating unnecessary material 
(such as mistaken identifications subsequently corrected) mis-spellings and slips, and 
occasionally adding comments resulting from later knowledge and research. 

JAMES COPLAND THORN AND DOROTHY MAY THORN 

James worked at Cyrene for seven weeks in 1981 as architect for the American team, under 
Prof. Donald White. His interest in the place was aroused, and he began a project on his 
own account, firstly on the pottery found by Alan Rowe during British excavations in the 
1950s, a subject which led inexorably to a study of the tombs. Hundreds of the tombs had 
been registered in 1953-54 by John Cassels, but not closely studied, cut from the rockface 
and partially obscured by vegetation, with fig trees and cyclamen growing in crevices in 
their façades. Thousands more, barely visible in the undergrowth, remain to be found and 
explored. Tragically, the tombs nearest the roads are being robbed, damaged and vandalised, 
and the town of Shahat has been built upon a large portion of the cemetery. It became our 
aim to try to save the necropolis. If not to save it, at least to record as much as possible of 
what is still there. 

For the first three years it was possible to fly into Libya, but for several years the embargo 
on air travel meant going to Egypt and catching the Gazelle bus from Cairo to Benghazi. A 
long trip indeed, lasting twenty-four hours, with a few stops at strategic places such as Mersa 
Matruh. The worst part was the border crossing at Sollum with customs officials randomly 
examining luggage, questioning acquisitions and searching vehicles, also the anxious wait 
for our precious passports to be returned through a little window in a low building. The relief 
when the bus at last pulled away from Sollum was indescribable. Buses were forbidden to 
use the coast road; they had to take the route through the desert, where the road was edged 
with abandoned burst tyres. 

One night, after initially bombing along these roads at a tremendous rate, our bus seemed 
to be on its last legs. The floor was twice taken up and people went down to look at the 
pump, the first time with cigarette lighters, the second with our torch. We had doubts about 
the limping vehicle's ability to reach Benghazi, and got out at Tobruk. A helpful Libyan 
engineer, Adel, had given us a piece of paper with a request in Arabic for a taxi to Shahat, 
and he was able to point out a group of lights which was the taxi station. We went off into 
the night, breaking the umbilical cord between us and the bus, found a car, paid money and 
got in, but the driver and everyone else disappeared. After some time we'd just decided to 
take our meagre luggage and get out, when the driver emerged from the mosque. He then 
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drove at full speed through the pitch dark countryside for four hours - a journey that went on 
and on like a nightmare, with always the same piece of dark road unfolding in front of us - 
reaching Cyrene at 00.30am. We found that American dollars were gratefully accepted as the 
driver would get a good rate for them on the black market. On another occasion we shared a 
cramped taxi from Cairo with the British team heading for the excavations of Euesperides at 
Benghazi, and at Sollum it was noticed that all our visas lacked a vital immigration number. 
A Libyan official who called us 'guys' ordered us to stay put while cross-country telephone 
calls were made to Tripoli, and it was eight hours before we were given permission to go. 
After two nights and a day in the taxi we arrived at Benghazi at 4.30 in the morning. 

Our exploration of Cyrene's tombs began with the Northern Necropolis around Wadi Haleg 
Shaloof. We were questioned several times by shepherds who wanted to see the passports of 
these strange foreigners, and once we encountered a boy on the Apollonia road with a knife, 
who was metaphorically disarmed on James's greeting him with 'Salaam'. One day, from the 
wadi, we saw the glint of the sun on a gun barrel in the trees above us - it turned out to be boys 
shooting crows. The semi-wild dogs, although easily driven away, were covered in fleas and 
held the threat of rabies. They were periodically shot by the Libyans when their numbers 
grew too great. One afternoon we heard the demise of one, with much yelping, which set all 
the dogs for miles around barking. 

On entering the tombs the darkness seemed to be particularly black because on coming 
in from brilliant sunlight one's eyes did not at first adjust to the dimness. The hitherto 
unrecorded Copland Tomb, which lay immediately underneath the murdered Dc Con's grave, 
was explored with two small torches, which revealed a cone of hillwash like damp sawdust 
and a mass of scattered bones, including two strategically-placed skulls left by robbers in 
antiquity, which were eventually damaged when modern tomb-robbing started in earnest. 

We would scramble across steep hillsides with great drops beneath us, particularly in Wadi bel 
Ghadir. The paths and goat tracks were scattered with loose stones to slip beneath your feet, 
while the woody stems and roots of low-growing thorny vegetation called locally 'shibrik' 
could catch at your legs and trip you up. Areas of spiky camel thistles and nettles were painful 
to unprotected flesh, and vicious, rusting barbed wire and razor wire were stretched down the 
hillsides by landowners to mark their property or to guard their vineyards. James received a 
gash on the forehead from razor wire during a heavy rainstorm, and Dorothy's finger became 
deeply impaled on an upward-pointing piece of barbed wire. There still remains the danger 
from live ordnance, such as an armour-piercing shell from a tank, which we deposited in one 
of the rock-cut sarcophagi for safety. 

The Western Necropolis tombs in Wadi bel Ghadir were reached by way of a once beautiful 
stream, now an open sewer, with its froth of detergent and pungent aroma, which has seeped 
through the limestone and polluted the sweet water of the Apollo Fountain in the next valley. 
We had to cross this stream, which still chuckles like an Alpine brook, by way of stepping 
stones, trying to avoid the black, evil-smelling mud at the edges, and later precariously walk 
across a very narrow aqueduct, built by British troops after the war. Here fig trees yielded 
their tempting fruit, the figs starting to break open when they were ripe. Below a massive 
overhang some early tombs were cut, with a very narrow terrace in front of them, now made 
more dangerous by the activities of robbers who have dug deep holes there.

13



The remote Tomb of Grenna had to be approached on hands and knees through a high, dense 
mass of brambles, their thorns piercing our heads, to reach the entrance, across which robbers 
had dug a deep trench. In the partly-excavated tomb the mud was treacherously slippery 
because of the rainwater seeping through the limestone roof, and a strange white scorpion 
was seen deep inside, away from the daylight. 

It was often necessary to clamber on the tombs or climb up fig trees in order to get information. 
Some tombs were almost inaccessible, such as one which could tantalizingly be seen clearly 
from the other side of Wadi Haleg Stawat, but reaching it entailed a steep descent into the 
wadi and an equally steep climb to reach the ancient, rock-cut steps leading up to the tomb, 
which themselves were covered with treacherous loose stones. Often an interesting tomb 
would be almost completely silted up, only the top of the entrance visible, and James had to 
squirm inside to measure and record it, checking first for small inhabitants. In loculus tombs, 
the only way to measure the long, deep, dark passages was to edge along them with one foot 
on each sill, and a drop below on to accumulated rubble. 

Tomb forecourts were sometimes full of overgrown, fallen masonry on which you could bark 
your shins or twist an ankle. The chamber floors of rock-cut tombs were always covered in 
a thick, dry layer of earth mixed with sheep and goat droppings or cowpats and rich in glossy 
dung beetles. The walls were often covered with a thick black tar from years of nomad fires, 
and the corners inhabited by long-legged spiders with untidy webs or funnels, waiting to 
catch flies which went into the tombs because of the coolness. Sometimes dead foxes or dogs 
had joined the remains of the ancient inhabitants, and inside a temple tomb was the remains 
of a sheep which had fallen inside and been unable to escape. 

Recent robbing fortuitously revealed a naiskos (shrine) on top of a temple tomb, the only 
surviving example to be recorded in situ, but the evidence of vandalism is now rife, such as 
the smashed lids to the sarcophagi in arcosolia in the Stappard Tomb. Another saddening 
sight was the rubbish lining the roads, thrown from cars, and also left by visitors who made 
cooking fires in the necropolis, sometimes against the ancient tombs. On one occasion a small 
lidless sarcophagus had been used to contain a fierce fire for a barbecue, and the remains of 
the accompanying peppers and chilis were left around. Plastic bottles, plastic bags, drinks 
cans and old teapots were the main offenders, but these were as nothing compared with the 
painted graffiti that the visitors left. In 2002 two objects like small containers or very large 
tanks had been tipped down among the tombs from the road, and the whole of a loop in the 
new road winding up to New Shahat had been turned into a landfill site, covering part of the 
Northern Necropolis. 

Our accommodation in 1989 was in the old American single storey resthouse which had 
every piece of bathroom furniture one could wish for, and an 'Amityville Horror' of flies 
sheltering in the coolness - but no running water. All the water came from a tank in the 
courtyard, refilled when necessary by a water cart. The roof was inhabited by large, heavy 
rats which used to stampede across it at night. For the next few years we stayed in a new, 
modern resthouse, which somehow lacked the character of the adjacent old one. Power 
cuts were the norm, but one morning, well before dawn, we were just leaving to go to the 
necropolis in order to catch the sunrise when a series of brilliant flashes was seen through 
the shutters, together with a grinding sound - like something out of 'Close Encounters'. As 
we walked down the road the pyrotechnic display was repeated - obviously a problem with 
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the transformer. Everything had been plunged into darkness, and mist covered the Apollo 
Sanctuary, giving the impression of a sleeping ancient town. We found, when reaching 
the Apollonia road overlooking the plateau, that the whole of this enormous area had been 
affected, the only thing visible being one very distant greenish halogen emergency light. 

The resthouse was later let to one Giorgio, and accommodation found for us in part of Casa 
Parisi, which we shared with the Italian team. This old house had even bigger and better rats, 
which every evening would scamper merrily over the ceilings and through the vines which 
grew over the courtyard, and one morning stole a breakfast which had been placed, with a 
plate covering it, on the table outside. On a smaller scale, the mice would scrabble through a 
pipe into an old heating stove, or investigate the drawers in a wardrobe. One year there were 
two dogs living on the roof of Casa Parisi, and we found out afterwards that it was because a 
snake's nest had been discovered there. The roof of the house was subject to leaks, the most 
disastrous occurring on the night after we had arrived in 2002. Our belongings and papers 
had been unpacked and Dorothy was awoken at 3am by a noise like an overflowing gutter. 
However, Casa Parisi has no gutters, and it transpired that rainwater was pouring through the 
ceiling and into her shoes, from where it spread over the tiled floor in a deepening flood. An 
hour or so with a Squeegee improved matters, as the rain eased, and with most of the water 
swept out of the front door we moved into the next room in case it happened again. 

With all these discomforts and inconveniences, why did we keep going back to Cyrene? 
Because of the place and its people. We have many friends there - some that we know very 
well, others that we may have met only once, but who recognize us. This was not difficult 
for them as, try as we might to be unobtrusive, it didn't work, and sometimes we were the 
only two Europeans among 170,000 Libyans. In the main, they were friendly, hospitable 
and generous, anxious to give us tea, cakes or cold drinks, a handful of almonds or a few 
carob pods. If all they had was some water they would offer it to us. We met Libyans who 
wanted to know what we were doing. We met Libyans who couldn't give a damn what we 
were doing, and invited us to eat with them. Goatherds brewing tea and eating bread, onions 
and tomatoes on a hillside would invite us to join them. A man once appeared from nowhere 
with a plate of grapes which served as our lunch and gave us a new lease of life. At an 
outdoor cafe, a man we didn't know walked up to us and without a word placed three apples 
on our tray. One afternoon, after a long, hot day among the tombs, we trailed along the road 
half dead, and were spotted by Abdulkader, the Controller of Antiquities, who saw we were 
dehydrated and called us into the garden of the Antiquities Department and gave us water, 
followed by tea brought by the gaffir. 

We were welcomed into the homes ofLibyans, invited to theirweddings and even photographed 
with passing motorists as part of their holiday snapshots. On top of all this, Cyrenaicans 
have an excellent sense of humour and are not averse to making fun of themselves or their 
language. We have been able to experience Libya, and Cyrene in particular, before the 'slow 
trickle of curious tourists' began. Imagine having the whole of Pompeii to yourself- that was 
what it was like. Cyrene itself is magical, and we feel intensely honoured to have been able 
to explore it as we have, and not merely to have seen it as a potted day tour. 

Our diary entry for 1st November 2002 records how we 'watched the sun go down. The 
whole of the Acropolis hill was sharply etched against lemon yellow, even apiece offencing 
near the top showing clearly. The sound of small bells came up the road, and proved to be 

15



the jingling traditional harness oJfour horses. For awhile there was no sound of traffic, just 
the sound of hooves on the road, the jingling and Libyan voices. Then there was the call to 
prayer echoing back from the hill, and the lights began to come on over the plateau ..... 

Two days after this we arrived home, to find that James had won the 11th Bretschneider 
Award for his work in Libya, and the resulting book 'The Necropolis of Cyrene : two hundred 
years of exploration' was published in Rome in September 2005. 
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Frederick Beeche y's 1822 map, showing the steep northern hillsides contrasting with the flatter 
terrain to the south, which forms the top of Jebel Akhdar and the site of New Shahat 
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PROPOSALS FOR PRESERVATION 

The only plan of the whole of Cyrene is that drawn by the then Lieut. Frederick Beechey 
R.N., brother to Henry Beechey. It shows the convoluted slopes to the north, west and east, 
and the relatively flat land running towards the south. 

Northern and Western Necropoleis 
These parts of the necropolis are on steep slopes, unsuitable for development. Minor farming 
is going on, but this is superficial and has the advantage of protecting the tombs. Because 
of the topography all of the Northern and Western necropoleis should be preserved, from the 
eastern end of the Northern Necropolis right round past Haleg Stawat in the west. Beehives, 
vines and gardens should be encouraged. 

The problem of the sewage system must be addressed. The only way would seem to be to 
extend the present pipe to take the waste clear of the Acropolis Hill and the facing hill of the 
Western Necropolis. The pipe should be buried in soil to recreate the appearance of the wadi 
with its vegetation, and seeds from the indigenous plants scattered liberally over the work so 
that they grow and root to retain the soil. 

Eastern Necropolis 
Tombs E. 1 and E. 13-15 are tumuli, noticeable on the landscape (see Tomlinson's photo). E. 1 
is near the road, but E.13-15 are on farmland away from the road. 
Tombs E.6-12 are gone, due to deliberate vandalism by bulldozer in October 2002. 
Tomb E.19 is an unusual type in Cyrene, Rowe's 'mastaba', and should be preserved. E.20, 
which is 22m away, might still be there. 
Tomb E.24 published by Stucchi was excavated by Fabbricotti and Menozzi. Its Aeolic style 
is unique to Cyrene. It is situated near the spring in Wadi Ain Hofra, adjacent to niches sacred 
to nymphs. It is difficult to access and also a picturesque site which should be preserved. Am 
Hofra B and C are built tombs of the Roman period, worthy of preservation, also excavated 
by Fabbricotti and Menozzi. 
Tombs E. 160-161 and part of one of the ancient roads are in an orchard on the land of a 
farmer, Abderrahim Mohammed Larbid, and should be easy to preserve. They have not 
deteriorated since their excavation in 1952 and 1955. 
Tomb E. 174 has deteriorated, but is on agricultural land and therefore possible to preserve. 
Tomb E.175 is on land right next to a large modern house, and it could be in the owner's 
interest to preserve it. 

Southern Necropolis 
Along the western side of the road to Balagrae: 
Tomb S. I is subterranean and should be preserved. 
Tombs S.2-3 
Tomb S.4 was studied by Luca Cherstich and before him, Cervelli, Pacho and Porcher. It is 
worthy of excavation and preservation. 
Tombs S.5-14 are mostly facade loculus or chamber loculus tombs seen by the early explorers 
and should be preserved.
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Along the eastern side of the road to Balagrae: 
The tombs which face those listed above, and also the stretch of ancient road, should be 
preserved. 
Beside the ancient road is Tomb S.77 which should be preserved, also S.78. 
Tombs S.80-85 are on farming land (a wire fence now running through the middle) and easy 
to preserve. 
Beyond these areas: 
Tomb S.359, an enormous Roman tomb at Mgata, should be preserved. 
El Baggara 
The tombs in this area, bordering another of the ancient roads, are still in existence, and 
Prof.ssa Fabbricotti recently mentioned seeing a Dionysos statue outside one of them, possibly 
near S.181. This route leads towards S.185, which is in Wadi Bel Ghadir on the borders of 
the Western Necropolis, and it would be preferable for the whole stretch S.185 down to S.78 
to be preserved. South of S.78 is a group of several circular tombs, interspersed with rock-cut 
tombs, clustered on each side of the ancient road. 

If cattle, camels, sheep and a few goats were allowed freedom to roam in the Southern 
Necropolis they would keep down the vegetation but not destroy it. They would also fertilize 
the ground and give work for dung beetles. Shepherds could be given a nominal payment to 
act as gaffirs to report any misdemeanours and/or damage. Beehives should be encouraged 
as the production of honey would help the local economy and the pollination of wild flowers, 
enabling Jebel Akhdar to be the Green Mountain. Some fig trees should be planted, again to 
help the local economy and to prevent soil erosion. Camels are being reintroduced in Libya, 
and the Southern Necropolis is an ideal place for them, as it was in the 1950s when they can 
be seen in some of Tomlinson's photos. If these steps could be taken, the local people would 
see the necropolis being used for something, and not merely an empty space. 

There should be a buffer zone outside the preserved areas of the necropolis to ensure that the 
protected tombs are not hemmed in by possible housing or other ventures. This is where the 
beehives and gardens should be welcomed. A small field of prickly pears will harm nothing. 
If Bedouin tents were encouraged in the Southern Necropolis, but outside the area selected 
for actual preservation, they could form a centre for local crafts such as weaving. 

New Shahat should not expand any further to the south and west. Further development, if it 
has to happen, should be on the eastern side. 

If at all possible, a recycling system should be set up in New Shahat, with banks for cans, plastic 
bottles, glass and paper. Arabs are notoriously good at re-using articles and components, so 
this might strike the right chord. Also, collecting cans etc. could prove a profitable sideline 
for children.

All plastic bags should be biodegradable! 
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John Cassels' overall plan published in 1955
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