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Caesar's Villa? Nordic Excavations of a Roman Villa 
by Lake Nemi, loc. S. Maria (1998-2001) 

by PTA GULDAGER BILDE 

In 1998, the Nordic institutes in Rome laun-
ched a five-year excavation project, the subject 
of which is a Roman villa by Lake Memi in a lo-

calitybythe name of S. Maria (Fig. l).1 The field 
work is carried out in close collaboration with 
the Soprintendenza archeologica per ii Lazio ,2 

Fig. 1. Overview of the site. The large numbers identify the plots. Harri Kiiskinen & Pia Guldager Bilde (April 
2002). 

The project is directed by a steering committee consi-
sting of the directors of the four Nordic institutes invol-
ved: the Danish Institute: Jan Zahie (1998-2000), Gunver 
Skytte (2000-); the Finnish Institute: Christer Bruun 
(1998-2000), Christian Krotzl (2000-); the Norwegian 
Institute: Rasmus Brandt (1998-); the Swedish Institu-
te: Anne Marie Leander Touati (1998-2001), Barbro Fri-
zeIl (2001-) and the field director, Pia Guldage Bilde,

and its logistic base is at the Danish Institute (Karen 
Ascani). 

2. We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the 
soprintendente, Anna Maria Reggiani and to our local 
collaborator, the director of the Museo delle Navi at 
Nemi, Giuseppina Ghini for their openness, their confi-
dence in, and wholehearted support for the excavation 
project.
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and the excavation is sponsored by the Cans-
berg Foundation and the Joint Committee of 
the Nordic Research Councils for the Human-
ities (NOS-H) with other contributions prima-
rily from the Rausing Family Foundation.' 
During the first four excavation campaigns, 
each of which has lasted for two months every 
summer, more than 100 Nordic scholars and 
students have participated.4 

In 2001, an American team of experts in gar-

den excavations has, moreover, participated in 
the excavation. 5 Their work is financed by the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archae-
ology and Anthropology, Philadelphia. Further, 
a more widely focussed Norwegian project 
aiming at studying the cultural landscape and 
the monitoring of the ancient remains in the 
Nemi crater was also initiated in 20016 as an 
extension of the research programme launched 
by the Nordic institutes. In 2001 this project 

3. It is a great pleasure to extend our sincere gratitude to 
the foundations for their generous economic support. 
The following foundations also contributed for which 
we are greatful: the Norwegian Institute's old donator-
families: gift in occasion of its 40 11 anniversary and the 
Stiftelsen Thomas Fearnley, Heddy og Nils Astrup. 

4. Excavation: 
Field director: Pia Guldager Bilde, DK (1998-). 
Trench masters: Aase Gyldion Andersen, DK (1998), 
Trine Eltang, DK (1998), Wenche Helliksen, NO (2000, 
2001), Mette Catharina Hermamssen, DK (2000, 2001), 
Louise Meier, DK (2000, 2001), Hasse Oreheim, SV 
(1998, 1999), Marina Prusac, NO (2000, 2001), Marten 
Ramstad, NO (1999), Birgitte Skar, NO (2000, 2001), 
Charlotte Hollegaard Steffensen, OK (1998, 1999, 2000), 
Eeva-Maria Viitanen, Fl (1999, 2000, 2001). 
Archaeologists and archaeology students: Maria V.B. 
Beisheim, DK (2001), Ria Berg, Fl (1998), Mikael Ber-
theau, SV (1998, 1999, 2000, 2001), Ole Kure, Børge-
san, DK (1999, 2000), Lars Fredrik Ekengren, SV 
(2000, 2001), Erik Kristofer Forsgren, NO (1998, 1999, 
2000), Erlend Kristiansen Haavardsholm, NO (2000, 
2001), Lisa Hagelin, SV (1999, 2000), Solveig Maria 
Heidberg, Iceland (1999, 2000), Nina Heiska, Fl 
(2000), Christina Helander, SV (1999), Matte Cathari-
na Hermannsen, DK (1998, 1999), Maija Holappa, Fl 
(2001), Visa Immonen, Fl (1999), Kristine Bulow Jen-
sen, DK (2001), Kim Jessen, DK (1998, 1999, 2000, 
2001), Kristine Bøggild Johannsen, DK (2001), Mirjam 
Jonsson, SV (2001), Harri Kiiskinen, Fl (1999, 2000,), 
Sami Koski, Fl (2000), Henrietta L'Orsa, NO (2001), 
Anne-Mari Lahtinen, Fl (2001), Ulla Laitakari, Fl 
(2001), Lone Leegaard, DK (1998), Ditte Lind-Hansen, 
DK (1999, 2000), Cecilia Ljung, SV (2000, 2001), Lars 
Erik Lørdahl, NO (1998, 1999), Grith Thagaard Mad-
sen, DK (1998, 1999), Heli Maijanen, Fl (2001), Louise 
Mejer, DK (1998, 1999), Malene Buhl Nielsen, DK 
(2000), Marina Prusac, NO (1998, 1999), Cecilia Ri-
ving, SV (2001), Cecilia Rodehn, SV (1999, 2000), Ni-
kolaos Roumelis, SV (2000), Nils Ole Sundet, NO 
(2000, 2001), Stine Toft, DK (2001), Lise Jenssen Tveit, 
NO (2000, 2001), Kaisa Vanhakyla, Fl (1999, 2000), Ca-
milla Cecilie Warn, NO (2000, 2001), Eeva-Maria Vii-
tanen, Fl (1998), Katrine Maruri Zorzabalbere, DK 
(2000, 2001). 
Measurement: 
Chief architect: Kjell Aage Nilson, SV (2000-). 
Architects and student architects: Jan Ahlstrøm, SV 
(1998), David Eltang, DK (1998, 1999), Anja Fazlic, DK 
(2000), Julie Frankel, DK (1999), Henrik Gerding, SV 
(1998), Daniel Horvath, SV (1999), Karsten Mikkelsen,

DK (1999, 2000), Peder Elgaard Nielsen, OK (1999), Kar-
in Nordstrom, SV (2001), Pauline Ringsted, OK (1999). 
Electronic inesurement: Soren Fredslund Andersen, DK 
(1998, 1999, 2000), Harri Kiiskinen, Fl (2000, 2001), 
Karsten Mikkelsen, DK (1999, 2000), Emanuel Savini, 
SV (2001). 
Land surveying: Thomas Højstrand Jensen, DK (1999, 
2000), Klaus Støttrup Jensen, DK (1998, 1999), Thorbjørn 
Kjsershøj Nielsen, DK (2001), Stig Sevenius, NO (2001). 
Documentation and logistics: 
Director of find registration: Birte Poulsen, DK (1998-). 
Find registration and analysis: Ria Berg, Fl (1999, 2000, 
2001), Christina Helander, SV (2000, 2001), Matte Molte-
sea, DK(1998, 1999, 2000, 2001). 
Photography: Gunnar Ellingsen, NO (1999, 2000, 2001), 
Lars Erik Lørdahl, NO (1998), Nils Ole Sunder, NO 
(2000, 2001). 
Computing: Rikke Esbensen, OK (2000), Claus Hump, 
OK (2001), Ulla Svenning Jensen, OK (1998, 1999, 2001). 
Logistics: Steffen Ledet Christiansen, DK (2001), Kim 
Jessen, DK (1999, 2000, 2001). 
Conservation: Sachiko Arevalo, DK (2001). 
Geologists: Jens Henrik Henriksen, DK (1999), Linnea 
Lofquist, DK (1999). 
Volunteers: 
Mads Fredslund Andersen, DK (2000), Ulf Peter Ander-
sen, DK (1999), Marten Bidstrup, DK (2001), Jasper 
Carlsen, DK (1998, 1999, 2000, 2001), Jette Carlsen, DK 
(2001), Steffen Ledet Christiansen, OK (1998), Thore 
Clausen, OK (2001), Sara Fuglsang Damgaard, DK 
(1998), Enrico del Vescovo, IT (2000), Kenneth Eskild-
san, DK (1998, 1999, 2000, 2001), Eleonora Fossile, IT 
(2001), Jørgen Hansen, OK (1998, 1999), lb Guldager 
Jensen, DK (1998, 1999, 2001), Tommy Jensen, DK 
(1998), Ulla Svenning Jensen, OK (1998), Beare Kryvi, 
NO (2000, 2001), Vladimiro la Prova, IT (2000), Lars 
Lørdahl, NO (2000, 2001), Birgitte Hollegaard Olsen, OK 
(1998), Davide Parlapiano, IT (2000), Jan Rudolph, OK 
(2001), Ida Schiørring, OK (1998, 2000, 2001), Jakob 
Elleby Staffensen, DK (1998, 1999, 2000), Miriam J. 
Tveit, NO (2001), Eva Wahlberg Sandberg, SV (2001), 
Andrea Zocchi, IT (2000). 

5. A group of six American archaeologists, Kelly Cook, Beth 
Ryan, Daniel Costura directed by Irene Romano (Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and An-
thropology, Philadelphia) and Kathryn Gleason (Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York), assisted by James Shryv-
er. Their participation will continue in 2002. 

6. Employees at NIKU, Lars Erikstad, Anne Cathrine Flyen, 
Jørgen Solstad, Per Storemyr, Wencha Heliksen directed 
by Birgitte Skar. Their work will continue in 2002.



CAESAR'S VILLA? NORDIC EXCAVATIONS OF A ROMAN VILLA BY LAKE NEMI 

Fig. 2. Overview of the site from Genzano (2000) 

was financed by the Norwegian Foundation for 
Cultural Heritage Research (NIKU). Provided it 
obtains the necessary economic funding, the 
project will continue in the coming years. 

Lake Nemi is the smaller of the two crater 
lakes gracing the Alban Hills, an extinct volca-
no situated no more than Ca. 25 km southeast 
of Rome (Fig. 2). The Alban Hills were a famed 
villa resort area being close to Rome, of great 
natural beauty and of a pleasant climate. The 
best known villa zones of the Alban Hills were 
the hills around modern Frascati and the crater 
surrounding Lake Albano. Lake Nemi is chiefly 
important because of Diana's sacred groove, 
the Nemus Aricinum, and her sanctuary, which 
was situated by the northern shore of the lake. 
At least four or five villas, possibly even six dot-
ted the rim of the crater: one or two villas in 
loc. le Piagge, one under the Convent of the 
Cappuccini at Genzano, one under the ceme-
tery of Genzano, one in loc. Pratoni by Nemi 
and probably one in the locality Vigna Grande 
midway between Nemi and Genzano at the 
eastern side of the crater .7 As far as we know, 
the villa in the locality S. Maria is the only one 
on the shore of the lake.'

Topographers and local people long ago bap-
tised the S. Maria ruins la villa di Cesare. The 
actual idea of this being Caesar's villa is based 
on a few literary sources mentioning that C. Ju-
lius Caesar constructed a palatial villa in ne-
more or in nemorensi, that is in Diana's sacred 
wood. If one is to believe Cicero (Att. 6.1.25) the 
villa was still no further than the planning 
stage in 50 BC, and, according to Suetonius, 
Caesar had it torn down when it was finished 
as "it did not meet his expectations" (Jul. 46). 
There are no further references to an Imperial 
villa by Lake Nemi, but finds and ancient sour-
ces wholly confirm the Julio-Claudian dynas-
ty's interest in the area in general, and Imperial 
ownership of an estate in the sacred wood ap-
parently prevailed as late as the Constantinian 
era, when Constantine the Great donated the 
Massa Nemus to the Basilica of John the Bap-
tist in Albano, a church Constantine himself 
had had built in 314. The Massa Nemus estate 
producing a yearly revenue of no less than 280 
gold solidi was the wealthiest estate donated to 
the Alban church by the emperor.' 

Apart from the attractive idea that the villa 
may have belonged first to C. Julius Caesar and 
later to the Roman emperors, the site was cho-
sen by us for two main reasons. Firstly, be-
cause previous research had been done in the 
area by Danish scholars in the context of the 
rich finds from the late 19th century excava-
tions in the Sanctuary of Diana Nemorensis 
acquired for the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek in Co-
penhagen soon after their discovery) 0 Sec-
ondly, because of the evidently very interest-
ing overall ensemble within the small Nemi 
crater basin consisting of several monuments 
of primary importance: the already mentioned 
Sanctuary of Diana Memorensis, the two float-

7. LE PIAGGE: F. Dionisi. "La villa di Giulio Cesare", Castelli 
rornani 3, marzo 1972, 32-34; Lenzi 2000, 173-174, nos. 
28, 30; Chiarucci in: Nemi - Status Quo 2000, 181; CAP-

PuccINi: D. Marchetti, NSc 1891, 338-339; Melaranci 
2001, 270; CEMETERY OF GENzssIo: Tomassetti 1910, 247; 
Melaranci 2001, 271-272; PicsToNI: s.a., Ii ricupero del/c 
navi di Nemi (Roma 1927), 17; VIGNA GRANDE: F. Dionisi, 
"Passeggiate nemorense", Caste/li ron7ani 4, aprile 1974, 
39-40. Of the five villas included in Lafon's catalogue 
(Lafon 2001, 361, RM 73, P.M 73bis, RM 74, RM 75, and 
RM 75bis), only the S. Maria villa (RM 73) and the villa 
at loc. le Piagge (RM 75) are with certainty villas.

8. On the opposite side of the lake, by the shore, in the lo-
cality S. Nicola there are some more ruins that have 
been interpreted as a bath, e.g. Lenzi 2000, 162-165, n. 
13. They have never been investigated, so their true func-
tion, date and relation to the Sanctuary of Diana and the 
S. Maria villa remain unknown. 

9. Anastasius Bibliotecarius, Historia de vitis ron-zanorun-z 
pontificum, Sanctus Silvester 46, in: J.-P. Migne (ed.), 
Anastasii abbatis, Sancice romance ecciesice presbyteri et 
bibliothecarii, Opera onsnia, vol. 1 (Paris 1879), 1526. 

10. See Sacred Grove 1997 with references.
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ing palaces of C. Caligula and the extended 
group of ruins by the southwestern shore of the 
lake judged to be the remains of a Roman villa. 
The presence of these three monuments visual-
ly and spatially connected by the lake with its 
emissary and its embankment and situated 
within this confined area generated the idea of 
trying to understand these structures as a pos-
sible entity inside this closed landscape room. 

The Sanctuary has been the focus of much 
previous research" and since 1989, excavation 
has taken place under the auspices of the So-
printendenza archaeologica per it Lazio direct-
ed by Giuseppina Ghini.' 2 The sanctuary is 
presently being restored and the site may be 
opened to the public in the foreseeable future. 
The ships raised from the bottom of the lake 
between 1928 and 1932 were mainly documen-

ted at the time of their discovery, and there is 
considerable literature on them, to a certain ex-
tent of a speculative nature.' 3 The ships had 
been plundered thoroughly, lastly in 1895 by 
Prince Orsini in collaboration with the art deal-
er, E. Borghi. The equipment and decoration 
still remaining onboard, when the ships were 
raised, is a valuable supplement to the objects 
removed in the late 19th century, and together 
the finds provide an insight into the once luxu-

rious furnishing of the vessels. The boats them-
selves were destroyed by fire in 1944; however, 
the finds had already been moved to safe custo-
dy at the beginning of the war, and today, they 
are divided between the Roman National Mu-
seum in Palazzo Massimo and the Museo delle 
Navi at Nemi. In both museums the beautifully 
restored finds have recently been put on excel-
lent display and can thus be seen by the public. 

The ruins of the villa have never been subjec-
ted to proper scientific excavation or research. 
The ruins were first represented in P. Rosa's 
topographical map of Latium compiled be-
tween 1850 and 1870 on a scale of 1:20.000.' 
On Rosa's map, buildings on several oblong ar-
tificial terraces can be noted. However, though 
correct in the broad outline, some details are 
misjudged, so it remains an open question, 
how much Rosa actually did see in the terrain. 
A few pages in the Notizie degli Scavi' 5 mention 
digging in the zone and also in the files of the 
Archivio dello Stato there are reports referring 
to activities in the area in the 1880S ': in the fall 
of 1886, private landowners made some sound-
ings, and during November-December 1887 
and January-April 1888, the Roman art dealer, 
L. Boccanera, who also excavated in the Sanc-
tuary of Diana, dug at the villa site. Before the 

11. L. Morpurgo, "Nemus Aricinum", MonAnt 13, 1903, 
297-368; Morpurgo 1931; F. Poulsen, "Nemi Studies", 
ActaArch 12, 1941, 1-52; A. Alföldi, "Diana Nemorensis", 
AlA 64, 1960,137-144; E. Paribeni, "Note on "Diana Ne-
morensis", AlA 65, 1961, 55-56; P.J. Riis, "The Cult Ima-
ge of Diana Nemorensis", ActaA 37, 1966, 67-75; F.-H. 
Pairault, "Diana Nemorensis: Déesse latine, deesse hél-
lenisée", MEFRA 81, 1969, 425-471; Devoti 1980; Myster-
ies 1983; M. Moltesen, "To akrolither i Ny Carlsberg 
Glyptotek", MusTusc 56, 1984-1986, 289-309; T.F.C. 
Blagg, "Cult Practice and its Social Context in the Reli-
gious Sanctuaries of Latium and Southern Etruria. The 
Sanctuary of Diana at Nemi", in: "Classical and Medie-
val Archaeology", BAR Int. 5cr. 243, 1985, 33-50; T.F.C. 
Blagg, "The Cult and Sanctuary of Diana Nemorensis", 
in: "Pagan Gods and Shrines of the Roman Empire", Ox-
ford University Committee for Archaeology Monograph n. 
8 (Oxford 1986), 211-219; Coarelli 1987, 165-185; Devoti 
1987; F. Melis & F.R. Serra Ridgway, "Mysteries of Dia-
na'. Sulla nuova esposizione dci materiali nemorensi nd 
Castel Museum of Nottingham", QuadAEI 8, 1987, 
218-227; P. Guldager Bilde, "The Sanctuary of Diana Ne-
morensis. The Late Republican Acrolithic Cult Statues", 
ActaArch 66, 1996, 1-27.; P. Guldager Bilde, "Chio d(o-
num) d(edit): Eight marble vases from the Sanctuary of 
Diana Nemorensis", in ARID 24, 1997, 53-81; M. Molte-
sen, "Up the Nile at Nemi", in: Ultra terrninum vagari.

Scritti in onore di Carl Nylander (Rome 1997), 211-217; 
Sacred Grove 1997; P. Guldager Bilde, "Those Nemi 
sculptures...' Marbles from a Roman Sanctuary in the 
University Museum", Expedition: 40.3, 1998, 36-47; sev-
eral with references to earlier literature documenting the 
excavations of the 19th century. 

12. Ghini 1992; G. Ghini, "La ripresa delle indagini al san-
tuario di Diana a Nemi", QuadAEI 21, 1993, 277-289; G. 
Ghini, "Ii santuario di Diana Nemorense (RM): Nuove ri-
cerche", in N. Christie (ed.), Settlement and Economy in 
Italy 1500 BC-AD1500. Papers of the Fifth Conference of 
Italian Archaeology (Oxford 1995), 143-154; G. Ghini, 
"Prospezioni subacquee nei laghi Albano e Nemorense", 
BollArchSubacquea 2-3.1-2, 1995-1996, 184-196; G. Ghi-
ni & S. Gizzi, Il Lago di Nemi & il suo Museo, Roma 1996. 
Several articles on the Sanctuary have recently been 
published in Nemi -Status Quo 2000. 

13. Mariani 1941 (full bibliography); Ucelli 1950. 
14. A.P. Frutaz, Le carte di Lazio I-Ill (Roma 1972), 23-25. 
15. Borsari 1888, 194-196, 393-394; Tomassetti 1910, 269. 
16. Ministero della pubblica istruzione. Direzione generale 

delle antichità e belle arti (1891-1897) (=AABBAA), IT 
versamento, I. serie, II volume, busta 256, fasc. 4462, 
sottofasc. 3. 

17. Devoti 1980, 15 (cistern), p. 18 (exedra); Devoti 1987, 24 
(cistern), p. 30 (exedra); Ghini 1992,61 (cistern), p. 63 (cx-
dra); Lenzi 2000, 167-170, nos. 19 (exedra), 21 (cistern).
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Fig. 3. Overview of the site, interpretation. Harvi Kiis-
kinen & Pia Guldager Bilde (April 2002). 

Nordic excavations were launched in 1998, the 
villa was briefly referred to in general publica-
tions on the antiquities by Lake Nemi.'7 

As the villa site extends over a large area cov-
ering ca. 45.000 m 2 , it is evidently beyond our 
means to excavate more than fractions of the 
site (Fig. 3). It was, thus, viewed as a major 
challenge for the Nordic institutes in Rome to 
undertake the excavation of the villa, and the 
excavation and research strategy pursued from 
the outset has been to establish an overall un-
derstanding of the general lines of layout and 
development of the villa in terms of its archi-
tecture and chronology. Only when a well foun-
ded basis for the interpretation of the villa's ar-
chitecture and chronology has been achieved, 
can the interpretation of the villa within the 
Nemi crater context, as mentioned above, be 
addressed. 

The first four years of fieldwork have been 
concentrated primarily in the northern half of 
the villa, whereas the final excavation campaign 
in 2002 will concentrate on the villa's southern 
half. Before initiating work in this new area

and before starting to process the data in order 
to prepare the final publication, we take this op-
portunity to present the status quo of the excava-
tion and the preliminary results of the research 
in the northern half of the S. Maria villa. 18 

To date, 10 campaigns have been underta-
ken: four major excavation campaigns (June 
and July 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001), and six minor 
campaigns, of these three measurement cam-
paigns (February 1999, May 2000 [electric re-
sistivity]" and May 2001 [magnetometry]25) 
and three campaigns with the processing of the 
finds (January 2000, 2001, 2002). 

An overall gridnet covers the site. The tren-
ches cut this net at an angle of Ca. 30° . Within 
the net are a number of datum points used for 
the general levelling. They are fixed with GPS, 
Global Positioning System, and accordingly, we 
are able to operate with absolute geographical 
positions and absolute heights above the sea 
level." 48 trenches have been opened to date 
(Fig. 1): in 1998 11 trenches (AA to AL), in 1999 
14 trenches (AM, AN, AP, AO, AR, AS, AT, AV, 
AX, AZ, BA, BB, BC) and three trenches opened 
in 1998 were reopened and finished (A, D, K). 
In 2000 11 trenches were opened (CA, CB, CC, 
CD, CE, CF, CG, CH, CI, CL, CM), and trench 
BB opened in 1999 was reopened and finished. 
Finally, in 2001 12 trenches were opened (DA, 
DB, DC, DD, DE, DF, DG, DH, DI, DK, DL, 
DM), and CI opened in 2000 was reopened and 
finished. During all campaigns, visible walls 
have been cleaned and measured. Particularly 
noteworthy was the work on the cistern in 
1998, on the exedra in 1999 and in 2000 the 
partial cleaning and measurement of the ter-
race wall and the fornix in the villa's northwest-
ern corner. 

We can follow Man's presence at the villa site 
for at least 3,500 years. The earliest evidence is 

18. Published articles on the Nordic excavations have main-
ly been in the Nordic languages and of a popularising cha- 
racter. Contributions in English or Italian are listed be-
low. For a complete list, see http://fc.huin.au.dk/ 
-k1apg/bibliography2.htm. P. Guldager Bilde, "The Nor-
dic Excavations of a Roman Villa by Lake Nemi at loc. S. 
Maria", AIAC News, Bollettino informativo dell'Associa-
zione Internazionale di Archeologia Classica 19-20,1999, 
6-8; Andersen & Guldager Bilde 2000; Andersen & Bang 
Lyngsø 2000; P. Guldager Bilde, "Nemi, loc. S. Maria",

Acta Hyperborea 9, 2002, 271-274; P. Guldager Bilde, 
"Scavi nordici di una villa romana presso il Lago di Nemi, 
in località Santa Maria", Bollettino di archeobogia, in 
print; P. Guldager Bilde, Nordic Excavations of a Roman 
Villa by Lake Memi, loc. S. Maria, in Brandt, Dupré Raven-
tós & Ghini 2003,259-268; Viitanen 2003, 269-272. 

19. A. Arnoldus-Huyzendveld, Rocca di Papa, and crew. 
20. K. Brown, Philadelphia, and crew. 
21. On the excavation methodology, see Andersen & Guldag-

er Bilde 2000; Andersen & Bang Lyngsø 2000.
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stray finds of impasto from the Appenine 
Bronze Age .22 In the northern part of the villa 
close by the lake's ancient level, strata have 
been found with abundant Final Bronze Age or 
Early Iron Age material attesting to a slightly 
more permanent occupation by a small com-
munity on the shore of the lake in the afore-
mentioned period. 

For almost 1,000 years until the 1St century 
BC we only have, again, a few stray finds. Life 
in this part of the crater was apparently not 
much affected by the presence of the Sanctuary 
of Diana, which flourished from ca. 300 BC till 
the second half of the 2nd century AD. However, 
for two centuries, from the mid- ist century BC 
to the mid-2nd century AD, the locality of S. 
Maria constituted the backdrop for luxurious 
villa life. 

Four main phases have been distinguished in 
the villa: 21 

Phase 1, Late Republican, (mid?) 1st century 
BC (Caesar?) 
Phase 2, Early Imperial, ca. 20-40 AD (Caligu-
la?) 
Phase 3, Late Neronian-Early Flavian, 60-80 
AD 
Phase 4, Hadrianic, 120s AD 

General layout of the villa 
The villa is as already mentioned situated by 
the southwestern shore of Lake Nemi. The 
backbone of the villa is an artificial, oblong ter-
race measuring ca. 260x60 in (Fig. 3). The villa 
platform consists partly of levelled rock, and is 
partly built in Roman mortar. Towards the 
lake, the wall is ca. 9 in high (Figs. 4-5). In its 
final phase the area covered by the villa meas-
ured ca. 100x450 m. 

The main terrace of the villa is oriented 
roughly north-northeast to south-southwest. 
The eastern aspect of the villa's position provid-
ed coolness in summer. The general orienta-
tion of the view is towards east-southeast and 
accordingly towards the lake. The presence of 
the lake probably dictated the position of the 
villa. The villa's long side is parallel to the lake, 
and as the orientation of the wings at either

end of the villa changed in respect to the gener-
al orientation of the villa, its overall layout fol-
lows the curvature of the lake. This feature was 
already established during the first phase of the 
villa. 

Access to the villa was, at least in the later 
phases, twofold: either by boat or via a paved 
road. The paved road entered the villa plateau 
from the north (Fig. 6). This road intersected 
the road (Via Virbia?) 24 connecting the Via Ap-
pia with the Sanctuary of Diana. At least from 
the second phase, coming from the lake, the 
villa plateau could be accessed via a tunnel cut 
through the terrace wall and leading to the part 
of the building at the villa's axis (Fig. 7). 

The area north of the villa plateau consists of 
two parts (Fig. 3). Towards the north is an open 
space apparently without buildings framed by 
a terrace wall (SU 301) carrying the access road 
towards the west, and towards the east a long 
wall SU 18. The open space between these two 
walls may have been a walled(?) garden. Imme-
diately south of the proposed garden is a build-
ing block with a structure in two storeys being, 
at least in the final villa phase 4, a bath house 
(Fig. 11). 

On the villa plateau were the living quarters 
and the receptional rooms (Fig. 8). Furthest to 
the north was a long fl-shaped portico open to-
wards the lake (Fig. 10). The portico had mor-
tar floors, and behind the portico were small 
cubicula with black and white mosaics and 
whitewashed walls. Further south there was, in 
the phases 2-4, a closed garden peristyle proba-
bly substituting for the atrium of the first 
phase. The peristyle had opus sectile floors and 
an impressive water channel in front of the 
columns. Opening into the peristyle were sev-
eral rooms again with opus sectile floors, and in 
its northeastern corner, opening into the long 
facade portico, there was a sizeable triclinium 
this also with an opus sectile floor. This part of 
the building characterised by its rich opus sec-
tile floors and coloured stucco walls contrasts 
with the previously mentioned part of the 
building further north. 

22. Concerning a survey of the finds, I refer to the article by	 23. See also Poulsen, this volume. 
Bit-te Poulsen in this volume. 	 24. Lenzi 2000, 171-172, n. 24.



Fig. 4. Terrace wall with support added in phase 3 
(2000).
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Fig. 5. 5. Terrace wall, detail. Beneath the iron tubes the facing of the first phase of the terrace wall can be seen 
(2000).
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Fig. 6. Trench CM, access road on terrace wall 
(2000).

Fig. 7. Vaulted passage (2000). 
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Fig. 8. Overview of the northern half of the villa plateau. Harri Kiiskinen & Pia Guldager Bilde (April 2002).
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Fig. 9. Overview of the floors in the northern half of the villa plateau. Harri Kiiskinen & Pia Guldager Bilde 
(April 2002). 

Fig. 10. Trench CB, foundation of portico; in the low-
er right corner the cubilia of a fallen reticulate wall 
(2000). 

South of the peristyle is another building 
block situated at the axis of the Villa. This block 
had either two storeys or a change of level, as 
we can see from the presence of a staircase 
leading from the peristyle to the rooms in the 
central block. Towards west at the villa's high-
est point and almost at its axis is the villa's cis-
tern. 

The layout of the southern half of the villa 
plateau will be investigated in 2002. The results 
are, accordingly, not included in this article. 
However, we know that south of the villa

plateau, another wing had been added at a lat-
er date, probably in phase 3 (Fig. 1). This wing 
contained a huge horseshoe-shaped exedra, 
and it is in this part of the villa we also find the 
opening of the emissary. With above remarks 
of a more general character, we will turn to the 
structures of the villa in more detail, presented 
phase by phase. 

Phase 1 
The villa plateau 
The first villa was, as already mentioned, con-
structed on a huge artificial terrace made by 
levelling the rock and building a Ca. 260 m long 
and Ca. 9 m high retaining wall. Behind this ob-
long platform measuring ca. 60 m in depth, the 
crater rises steeply. The terrace wall remained 
the main feature of the villa. It was constructed 
in opus caementicium. Its upper facade from 
the level Ca. 335 m a.s.l. corresponding to ca. 1 
m below the level of the terrace's horizontal 
plane, was finished with a facing of opus quasi 
reticulatum made of basalt cubilia (Fig. 5). 

The villa probably had an extension more or 
less similar to that of the later phases. At least 
in the northern half of the villa, in the area of 
the later bath, several structures (SU 92, 1146)
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i	 --

Fig. 11. The bath area. Harri Kiiskinen in collabora-
tion with Pia Guldager Bilde, Emanuel Savini and 
Eeva Maria Viitanen (April 2002). 

incorporated as supportive elements under lat-
er floors, point to this conclusion. SU 92 (prob-
ably a fornix) and SU 1146 are both well con-
structed structures of a hard, dark grey mortar 
with peperino and grey tufa cub i/ia and corner 
reinforcements consisting of small peperino 
blochetti. These structures share the same ori-
entation northeast-southwest, which differs 
from the orientation of the main terrace, and 
from later orientations in the later bath area 
(Fig. 11). They may have functioned as sub-
structions extending the villa north of the main 
villa plateau. However, we have no means of 
determining the character or use of this part of 
the villa in its first phase. 

The villa was seemingly provided with a long 
facade portico (Fig. 3). This portico stood on 
part of the terrace edge. In trench AV, a peperi-
no block (SU 511) embedded in the mortar of 
the terrace wall (SU 509), may have been the 
base on which one of the columns of the facade 
portico rested. In the nearby trench CD a mon-
umental Doric capital was found in 2000 (Fig. 
12). It is made of peperino, with a maximum 
width of 0.91 m and with a diameter of 0.715 
m. It is of a particular type with a tall, plain 
neck in common use in Central Italian archi-
tecture of the second half of 2nd century BC to 
ca. 75 BC, in both private and public build-
ings. 25 To mention but a few examples, it was 
used in the ramp porticoes of the Sanctuary of

Fortuna Primigenia at Praeneste dated to the 
late 2nl century BC, and in the Forum facade of 
the Tabularium in Rome dated to 79/78 BC. 
But more importantly, in the Sanctuary of Dia-
na Nemorensis, it was intensively used for the 
large and small porticoes all dated to the last 
quarter of 2nd century BC. 26 The size and type of 
the capital supports the hypothesis that it be-
longed to the facade portico. 

A few remains in trench AV show that the 
floor of the first portico was of opus signinuin 
combined with mosaic (SU 512). 

On the villa plateau, the remains of the first 
villa are very badly preserved due to the fact 
that the walls of the first villa were torn down 
to socle height or to the very level of their foun-
dation. However, it is certain that the long por-
tico had its origin in this phase, even though we 
do not know whether it had side wings already 
by then. The facade wall facing north was in-
vestigated in trench AP (SU 125) (Fig. 13). This 
wall was furnished with a finish of opus quasi 
reticulatum made of basalt. 

Of the long portico, the foundation made of 
oblong, squared peperino blocks (SU 107, 194) 
and the gutter in front of portico also cut in 
long peperino blocks (SU 108, 195) are pre-
served (Fig. 10). The front wall of the later por-
tico (SU 161) is constructed directly on top of a 
phase 1 wall. This early wall (SU 206) was in-
vestigated in trench CB and DD, and it was 

25. Delbruckll 1912, 151-152.	 p1. XVI; Tabularium: Delbruck 11907, 35 fig. 31; Sanc-
26. Praeneste: F. Fasolo & G. Gullini Fasolo, Ii santuarlo	 tuary of Diana Nemorensis: Ghini 2000, 54, 57 fig. 5, 59 

del-la Fortuna Primigenia a Palestrina, Roma 1953,	 fig. 12.
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shown that it was furnished with a 2nd style 
wall painting (SU 173) very little of which is 
preserved (Fig. 14). The painting shows a Doric 
half-column without a base, finely articulated 
in paint in nuances of cream, yellow and ochre 
on a dark bluish grey background. The afore-
mentioned wall has been investigated to a 
length of ca. 6 m. In the later phases, this 
stretch of wall contained entrances to three 
rooms, but there is no evidence of any entrance 
in the early wall. It therefore remains un-
known, whether there were rooms behind the 
portico in the first phase. There probably were, 
but then the rooms must have been larger and 
their entrances spaced further apart than was 
the case in the later phases. 

Whereas the building block of the H-shaped 
portico was basically unaltered in the later pe-
riods, the early structures south of this block 
were in later phases completely overbuilt with 
structures of a new layout. The understanding 
of this part of the building remains, therefore, 
fragmentary. Exploring the garden of the 
closed peristyle in 2001 revealed, much to our 
surprise, a sizeable rectangular structure meas-
uring ca. 5x4 m and with ca. 0.9 m wide walls 
(SU 547, 548, 549) (Fig. 15). The walls were 
razed to the very foundation. In the middle of 
the structure's eastern side was found a drain 
(SU 551). This in all probability connected with

the old drain (SU 418) situated inside the ter-
race, which preceded the vaulted passage cut 
into the terrace in phase 2. It is an attractive 
idea that the rectangular structure is indeed the 
remains of the impluviuin of the first villa. The 
presence of the access to the reception rooms 
via the vaulted passage situated immediately 
south of the ?atrium may well mirror the loca-
tion of the atrium in the 1st phase (Fig. 3). In 
the Villa Adriana at Tivoli, we find the same re-
placement of a late Republican atrium by a 
closed peristyle .27 The floor of the ?atrium was 
probably covered with opus signinum. At least 
in the western part of the trench, west of the 
?impluvium, an extended area with a prepara-
tion floor of mortar with a high content of tile 
splits was found. However, later activities in 
the area of the later garden had destroyed all 
evidence of a floor surface. 

North of the ?atrium and under the later 
walls and floors of the triclinium in trench CE 
were found the remains of an, again, obliter-
ated but wide foundation wall oriented perpen-
dicularly to the terrace wall (SU 218). South of 
it were traces of two rooms connected with a 
door opening (SU 211). In the rooms was evi-
dence of two different types of opus sectile floor 
(SU 186 and 191) (Fig. 9). SU 191 consisted of 
a pattern with a square-in-a-square, the larger 
squares being separated with a narrow fillet. 

	

27. G. Lugli, "Studi topografici intorno alle antiche yule	 cana inclusa nelle costruzioni imperiali", BuliCoin 55, 

	

sub-urbane VI, Villa Adriana. A. Una villa di eta repubbli- 	 1927,175-179, pl. 3.E.
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Fig. 15. Overview over trench DB from south (2001). 

No traces of the actual stone slabs are pre-
served, only the imprints in the mortar floor. 
The pattern of the floor in the second room (SU 
186) consisted of one or more rows of small 
squares separated by multiple fillets, and of 
larger rhombs surrounded again by thin multi-
ple fillets and intersected by a square-in-
a-square (Fig. 16). Some of the fillets made of

black slate are preserved in situ, as they were 
probably considered unfit for reuse. 

The square-in-square pattern was as such 
very popular over a long period of time. How-
ever, the use of the fillets framing the squares is 
an early trait, and it is found almost identical in 
the only opus sectile floor of the villa dei Volusii 
from 60-50 BC .21 The pattern with large oblong 
rhombs bordered by multiple fillets and com-
bined with squares was particularly in vogue in 
the mid-1st century BC, but only preserved in 
the form of the more common mosaic floors. 29 

However, the technique of the flooring also 
points to this early date. It is characteristic that 
the back of the slabs is convex and very thick in 
the middle leaving a deep central impression. A 
number of slabs with these characteristics have 
been found in later fill, particularly in trench 
CI, mainly consisting of hexagons but also of 
smaller rhombs both made of palornbino.30 

28. Moretti & Sgubini Moretti 1977, pl. XLV. 
29. E.g. from the Temple of castor and Pollux in the Roman 

Forum (Roma antiqua. "Envois" clegli architetti francesi 
(1788-1924). L'area archeologica centrale (Roma 1985), 
47, Dutert 5 I. Nielsen, "Mosaics and other Pavement 
Elements", in: I. Nielsen & B. Poulsen, The Temple of 
Castor and Pollux I, Lavori e studi 17 (Roma 1992), fig. 
179), the first phase of the so-called villa of Pompeius the 
Great in Albano (G. Lugli, "Albano Laziale. Scavo del-
l"AIbanum Pompei", NSc 1946, 79-80, figs. 21-22), from 
the Villa dci Volusii at lucus Feroniae (Moretti & Sgubini 
Moretti 1977, p1. XXXIX), at Pompei, tablinum in the 
House of M. Caesius Blandus (Ponzpei pitturi a mosaici

VI (Roma 1996), 407-409, figs. 57-65) and from a con-
temporary dornus at Privernum (R. Rhigi, "Nuove ri-
cerche e rinvenimenti netLazio coatiero meridionale", 
QuadALaz 8, 1984, fig. 5, 11). It is also found in a highly 
elaborated form but still of the mid-lst century BC in 
Villa di S. Cesareo at the via Ardeatina (M.L. Morricone 
Marini, "Mosaici romani a cassettoni del I secolo aC.", 
AClasl, 1965, 79-91, pl. XXIII; P. Liverani, "Ii mosaico 
da S. Cesareo: restauro e documentazione fotogramme-
Inca", Atti del II colloquia AISCOM (Roma 1994), Bordi-
ghera 1995, 475-482). 

30. Poulsen in this volume p. 50.
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None of them can stem from the two afore-
mentioned floors, as they are of diverging sizes 
and shapes. However, they attest to the appar-
ently widely spread use of precious stone floors 
even in the first phase. 

There is, as described above, no doubt about 
the fact that the first villa was torn down. When 
exactly, this took place, and why, still remains 
an open question. It may have happened as late 
as the early Augustan period. Building ele-
ments from the first phase were widely reused 
in the villa of the second phase, e.g. as caemen-
ta in the walls and for brick columns (Fig. 40).

Fig. 17. Overview over trench DD from east (2001). 

Phase 2 
The villa plateau 
In the early Imperial period, the villa was re-
built more or less from the ground, even 
though features such as the terrace wall itself 
remained standing. The facade portico was 
probably reconstructed reusing the old capi-
tals. 

As found in trench CM, at the latest by this 
period, a Ca. 3 in wide road paved with trape-
zoid blocks of basalt (SU 300) in parts suppor-
ted on an artificial terrace (SU 301) was con-
structed with a facing of opus reticulatum 
made of mixed stones (Fig. 6). The road contin-
ued in a straight line from trench CM to the vil-
la plateau where it was also found in trench CI 
(Fig. 29). 

There is no doubt that it was during this 
phase that a vaulted passage was built by cut-
ting through the main terrace wall (Fig. 7). This 
provided access from the lower (garden?) ter-
race to the central part of the villa, and it prob-
ably served visitors and others coming to the 
villa by boat and mooring at the villa's quay. 
The passage measuring ca. 3.5 in in height and 
1.9-2 in in width was provided with very crude 
reticulate walls of basalt and with an irregular 
segment vault. In its present state, it is com-
pletely filled with soil ca. 8 in from the en-
trance. However, a hole cut in recent times by 
illicit diggers through the mortar foundation of 
the stair case found in trench DA, which was 
constructed in phase 3, reveals that the passage 
stops 26.6 in inside the terrace turning sharply 
southwards at an angle of 90° towards the cen-

tral building block. We do not know where the 
vaulted passage surfaced. 

At the villa plateau, the general level was 
raised Ca. 30 cm. As the portico, which was 
probably at least from this period H-shaped, was 
reconstructed on top of the old walls, the level 
of the foundation on which the columns of the 
portico stood, was raised by one block (SU 139, 
220), and a new mortar floor (SU 252) was laid 
in the corridor (Fig. 10). At least by this period, 
behind the portico a series of rooms were built 
with a common back wall (SU 103) and (re-
used) peperino thresholds. The technique of 
the walls is a rather sloppy opus reticulatuin 
with coarse, large and irregular cubilia of 
mixed materials and at the corners blocchetti of 
which only the facade(s) are cut at right angles 
(Fig. 17). The room size was significantly larger 
than in the later phases, and apparently with 
more than one entrance per room. At the same 
time a new series of small rooms, approximate-
ly 3x3 in was added to the northern facade of 
the portico with thresholds added on top of the 
old facade wall, which had, as mentioned, been 
torn down (Fig. 8). The small rooms were de-
corated with geometric black-and-white style 
mosaics. In one room found in trench BA, the 
pattern consisted of hexagons outlined with 
black on a white ground (SU 115) (Fig. 18), and 
two rooms found in trench CA were both de-
corated with groups of rectangles outlined with 
black clustered around a black square (SU 133 
and 134) (Fig. 19). Both types of floors are well 
known from late 1st century BC to at least the
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Fig. 18. Trench BA, black and white mosaic floor 
with hexagons (1999).

2nd century AD. 31 The layout with a closed pen-
style probably originates in this period, but the 
remaining structures were almost completely 
destroyed when the present peristyle was made 
in phase 3. However, beneath the later channel 
in front of the peristyle is a wall (SU 557) the 
extension and position of which follows the 
outside of the later channel (Fig. 20). During 
phase 2, in what will appear as the centre of the 
later peristyle, a small basin (SU 528) was con-
structed, 2x2 m with internal dimensions of ca. 
1. 3 5 x 1 .35 m. Its depth is unknown as it was lat-
er filled with mortar as the foundation of a stat-
ue base (Fig. 15). The basin was cut into the 
ground and furnished with a facing of reticu-
late on its inside. This marking of what in the 
following phases would be the centre does im-
ply that the general layout goes back to this 
phase (Fig. 8). It is unknown, whether the col-
umn bases of peperino and the monolithic 
columns also shaped in peperino belong to this 
phase. This conclusion cannot be verified as 
the bases are completely covered by the later 

31. The pattern of hexagons is fairly common in Italy. A vari-
ant of this type of floor is connected with 2" Style wall 
painting at Pompei (Casa del Sacello Iliaco, cubiculum 
q) from ca. 40 BC (V. Spinazzola, Ponzpei alla luce degli 
scavi nuovi di via dell'Abbondanza (Roma 1953), 548, fig. 
608; Po;npei pitturi e niosaici I (Roma 1990), 326, fig. 
80). From the Augustan period we find many specimens 
(Casa del Nozze d'Argento, Casa di Meleagro, Casa del 
Cinghiale: F.L. Bastet & M. de Vos, Proposta per una clas-
sificazione del terzo stile pornpeiano (S'gravenhage 1979), 
108-109, n. 13) and in the 3rd style villas in Campania, 
such as the Villa di Arianna (Pisapia 1989, cat. 89). In the 
1" century AD this type of floor had a vast distribution 
not only in Italy, but throughout the Mediterranean as 
such (M. Donderer, Die Chronologie der romischen Mo-
saiken in Venetien und Istrien his zur Zeit der Antonine 
(Berlin 1986), 147). It can be found as far away as in Pa-
lestine, where it was used recurrently in representative 
rooms of the Herodian palace at Masada of the early Au-
gustan period (large bathhouse, courtyard 101: Netzer 
1991, plan 5, figs. 128-129; Northern Palace, upper 
building room 78 and 87: Netzer 1991, plan 10, figs. 
223-224, 228) as a sure sign of the King's Philoroman 
taste. It is probably originally a pattern based on terra-
cotta slabs, which are found perhaps as early as late 4th-
early 3rd century BC at Velia (W. Johannowsky, "Osser-
vazioni sui mosaici in tessere e sui cocciopesti con 
tessere pifl antichi", Atti del IV colloquio di AISCOM (Pa-
lermo 1996), Roma 1997, 583-584; see also the funda-
mental article by F. Guidobaldi & L. Gregori, "Pavimenti 
a commesso di mattonelle in laterizio di eta romana. In-
dagine preliminare", Atti del III colloquio di AISCOM 
(Bordighera 1995), Bordighera 1996, 247-260), but it is 
soon manufactured in opus sectile, the earliest occur-

rence of which is at Ostia, Casa Repubblicana B from ei-
ther late 2nd or late 1st century BC (Becatti 1961, 20, n. 
27, pl. V); cf. also the numerous palombino hexagons 
found in the S. Maria villa mentioned p. ". In opus sec-
tile, its latest occurrence is probably in the Villa Adriana 
(Vestibulunz room 6) from the 120s AD, where probably 
as an Archaizing trait the early combination of Palombi-
no with slate fillets is employed (de Franceschini 1991, 
289; Guidobaldi 1994, 169, p1. LXXIV n. 102). See also 
Poulsen 2003, fig. 3. The pattern with the rectangles grou-
ped around a square can be found with and without a 
black box inside the square; however, it is basically the sa-
me pattern. It is not entirely clear when this pattern first 
appears. The early Nemi floors seem to stand at the begin-
ning of the series. A well dated specimen from the Nero-
nian period (but with reversed colours) is found in the 
Villa di S. Marco at Stabiae between the columns of the 
peristyle to oecus F (Pisapia 1989, 21, cat. 37). It is found 
at Pompei house V,1,26 (Blake 1930, 64, 81, pl. 14.2, 
27.3), in several floors in the palace at Fishbourne from 
75-80 AD decorated in "Italian style" (Cunliffe 1971, room 
N 12 (border, p1. LXXVIII) and room N 19 (entire floor, 
pl. LXXX). It is in continuous use in the 2nd century, e.g. 
at Ostia in the Sanctuary of Bona Dea (Becatti 1961, no. 
394, p1. XIII) and in the Domus delle Muse, room N from 
ca. 130 AD (Becatti 1961, 133, no. 267, p1. XIII, CCXXV), 
and at Tivoli it is found in the Villa Adriana, Hospitalia 
room 5 under the couches (de Franceschini 1991, 38-39) 
and in a coloured version in a corridor of the Canopus (de 
Franceschini 1991,312, p1.36.2). This type of pattern can 
also be found in opus sectile e.g. at Luni, Domus degli af-
freschi (Guidobaldi 1981-1983, pl. 13.5) and at Tivoli in 
the Latrins (TP 6-7, de Franceschini 1991, 688) and in the 
Piccole Terme, corridor 16 (de Franceschini 1991, 249).
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Fig. 19. Trench CA, black and white mosaic floor 
with rectangles clustered around a square (2000). 

Fig. 20. Trench DB, northeastern corner of peristyle 
with a gutter basin in front (2001). 

structures. The same argument applies in the 
case of an impressive drain mirroring the posi-
tion of the colonnade but built inside the ter-
race in opus caernenticiun'z with a high triangu-
lar roof. Apart from the already mentioned 
structures, the walls SU 147, 151, 152, 535, 542, 

587 also belong to this phase. As was the case 
with the above mentioned structures, these

walls and their internal relationship also point 
to a monumental layout of this part of the villa 
in phase 2. In the later bath area, new founda-
tion walls with a new orientation were also 
constructed (SU 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 og 48), and at 
least the earlier wall, SU 92, was abolished in 
order to build the wall SU 48 (Fig. 11). Room 17 
is a fornix showing that at least in phase 2 part 
of this wing also had two storeys. This upper 
storey is positioned ca. 1.5 m higher than the up-
per storey of phase 1 indicated by SU 92. Too lit-
tle is preserved to verify the general function 
and use of this northern wing. In trench DF, 
which was opened in order to investigate the re-
lationship between the villa and the lake in the 
hope of finding part of its quay construction a 
huge filling layer was encountered. This fill layer 
containing spolia of the first villa attests to sub-
stantial construction work in connection with 
the quay or embankment in phase 2. However, 
the actual walls were not found. It is highly 
probable that they are situated either beneath 
the modern track or under the present terrace 
constructed of retiform cages filled with boul-
ders carrying the track. Neither can be demol-
ished in order to reach the ancient remains. 
The dating of this phase has not yet been estab-
lished with certainty. However, the general 
profile of the fine ware pottery, in particular of 
the Terra Sigillata pottery, suggests a date in the 
late Tiberian period or slightly later. 

Phase 3 

As far as our evidence goes, the layout on the 
villa plateau was basically established by phase 
2. Phase 3, however, saw major restructura-
tions and in the wings north and south of the 
main terrace, the building of new major ele-
ments. 

The terrace support 

The tall terrace wall had by this period appar-
ently become partly instable. A support was 
therefore added in front of the terrace along its 
entire length (Fig. 4). This support consisted of 
59 fornices, at an average of 2.9 m wide and 
more than 4.2 m deep with the outer fornix in 
both ends being slightly wider than the others. 
The fornices were furnished with a wall half 
way in, probably in order to mask the original
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